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CHRISTMAS.

F

Number 4.

BY ESTHER HETZEL.

HE house of logs was rudely built.

About it lay the snow,

While close around the pine trees stood

With shadows dark below.

The snowy flakes fell silently;—
There was no breath of breeze—
It slowly roofed the house in white,
It weighed down limbs of tréees.

Within the house all quiet reigned.
The children, tucked away,

Were dreaming of the wondrous joys
That come on Christmas Day.

The tallow candle dimly burned,
The coals were growing dull,

Yet still the patient mother toiled -
On simple gifts for all.

The clock ticked loud its warning calls;

The weights swung to and fro,
The frosty windows glistened bright,
Outside them fell the snow.

The mother moves with silent haste,
Her task at last was done.

She paused where waiting stockings five

Before the chimney hung.

With popcorn white and apples red,
The prickly butternut,

And homemade candy, brown and crisp,
She filled the stockings up.

Then last of all, with luvil;g care,
In each a gift she laid,

That her deft fingers had, with joy,
From scant material made.

With smiling face. yet tired sigh,
She saw her task complete. .

Then sought her bed for needed rest,
Not long had she to sleep.

The children woke, and merry shouts
The frosty silence broke,

The little girls in mother’s room
Their trundle bed forsook.

And overhead the laughing boys
Made loose-laid boards resound

To hasty steps, as each one tried
To be the first one down.

Then joyous laughter, merry calls,
Till mother went to see,—

Her long self-sacrifice repaid
By happy children’s glee.

/
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Those children now are seattered wide,
Each has a city home.

Where manly boys and bonny girls
Fill well the ample rooms.

And Christmas comes with chiming bells.
With books and trinkets gay.

And many gifts of taste and cost
Which brighten other days.

But in each home, in nook secure,
A faded trinket lies,

Reminder of old Christmas days,
And mother's sacrifice.

WHAT SANTA CLAUS BROUGHT.
Tt was almost five o'clock of the day before Christ-

mas. Ruth stood at the window of the bare little
room she and her mother called home. It was hard

to tell why she was there. At any time.there were’

few passers l;y' in this narrow side street, and this
rainy, windy day there were not as many as usual.
Perhaps she stood there so that her mother, who
sat quietly sewing on the other side of the room,
might not see the big tears that trickled slowly down
her cheeks; or it may be that she was comforted
some by seeing things out of doors look as dreary
and miserable as she felt. ;

No wonder the little girl was crying. Had not
her mother just told her that Santa Claus could not
come to them this yéar and that even she could not
get any gift for her dear littie girl? It took all she
earned, every cent, to buy the poor food and scanty
clothing they had to have.

It grew darker, the electric lights were turned on.
A stronger gust of wind than usual blew some old
papers and dead leaves down the street, it carried
off the cap of a ragged gamin, and Ruth forgot her
sorrow for a minute in watching him chase it.

Just then the faintest sound came from outside
the door, Ruth thought it was the wind, but it came
again, this time it was more like a moan. Her
mother hadn’t noticed it, and Ruth didn't know
what to do, she was afraid to open the door but she
wanted to know what was there.

There—the same sound again, Ruth didnt hesitate
this time, but went quickly across the room, opened
the door, and bent down over what looked like a
little black bundle. ~She started to .pick it up, and
almost screamed when her hands touched it, it was
so soft and warm, then it moved too, so it ‘must be
alive, she thought. Looking more closely she saw

it was a little black puppy. It didnt take her any
time to pick it up gently, then to put it in a warm
place by the fire while she brought it a saucer of
milk, nor did it take the puppy much time to lap it
up. Then it began wobbling around the room on
its weak little legs, while Ruth danced around
shouting gleefully at his every movement. It was
hard to tell which was the happier, and it was
a smiling little face Ruth lifted up to her mother as
she said “‘Santa Claus did come after all.”” ~
Mgs. MOERKE.

THE BURGLAR’S CHRISTMAS. :

A few years ago I was in charge of 4 surveying
party sent out from Chicago by the R. L. V. C. Co.
for the purpose of laying the route for a projected
line through Northern Wisconsin. We found, to-
ward the last of December, that we should be unable
to finish our work as early as we had planded, and
that we should be obliged to pass the holiday season
in this new and unsettled country among the pines.
On Christmas eve we came to a small town, dropped,
as it seemed, in the very heart of a huge pine forest.
The hotel accommodations were taxed to their ut-
most by my crew, and after I had seen that they were
provided with shelter, I'found lodgings at the home
of a widow, a certain Mrs. Williams, who was so
happy in the prospect of seeing her son whom she
expected on an evening train to spend Christmas!
with her, that she could talk of nothing else. I sym-
pathized with the woman as she teld me how many
years he had been away and how long he had prom-
ised her this visit. After supper, as I walked
through the dingy, dark little town, I pictured to
myself the brilliant streets of the city I had hoped
to see on this evening, the cheerful, hurrying crowds, -
the brightly lit homes, the holly festoons, the sleig‘h-
bells, the Christmas chimes, until, from my very re-
flections. this humble little town took on the aspect
of Christmas cheer which I had been imagining in
the city.

I began to notice brown paper parcels carried by
me in every direction. I stopped before a store to
look in at a group of bright faced children gathered
around the picture book counter. A tall, pale girl
was looking wistfully at a gaily bound volume of
Hans Anderson’s Fairy Tales, and a roughly dressed
workingman was handling doubtedly, yet eagerly, a
beautiful violet colored silk fabric on one of the
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counters. Farther on I saw a Christmas tree, laden
with toys in the window of a candy shop, and the
light reflected from the kerosene lamp shone on a
circle of admiring childish faces, eager eyed and
cbubby cheeked, grouped outside on the narrow

sidewalk.
As I went back toward my lodging I saw many

other preparations for the celebration of the morrow.

When I reachod the house I was presented to Mrs.
Williams' son who had arrived, and whose face
Where had I
1 asked myself again and again as I
watched him, wondering more and more, until at
last it dawned on me that I had scen him before
leaving the city, some months before, behind the
bars in a city prison on a charge of theft, in which
he was the ringleader of a gang who had made one
district of Chicago notorious. It was the same face
and the same man but how different his bearing at
home from what it was as [ had seen him last. He

struck me at once as a familiar one.
seen him?

had a natural dignity under the lavish caresses of
his mother, who seemed unable to let him out of her
sight. 1 went wonderingly to my room and soon
forgot the burglar and his mother in sleep.

The next morning we pushed onward from the
't'town. and a few days later I read in a Chicago paper
that Jack Williams' gang had broken into a promin-
ent business place in thatcity on Christmas eve and
that all had been captured. The article added that
the police were mystified at the absence of the leader
who had not been with his gang in the burglary. 1
knew why.

CHRISTMAS.

Nearly 2000 years ago a star appeared in the East,
telling the people that a Redeemer had been born.
Back to the long ago mydmin(l wanders, back to the
sun-baked plains of Arabia. In my imagination I
can see the three wise men traveling on their camels
to the city of Jerusalem. IThearthem asking, “Where
is he that was born to be King?’ A~ain I see them
bending low, worshiping the Savior, who was born
on Christmas eve. I have no idea what welcome
they gave to Christmas day in those olden times,
but today it is welcomed and brings joy to nearly
everyone, especially children.

It is evening in a large city.
‘west are pouring forth their swarms of workers.
Streets and sidewalks are filled with an eager throng

The shops east and

of young men and women, chatting gaily, and elbow-
ing the jam of holiday shoppers that linger about
the big stores. The street cars labor along, loaded
down to the steps with passengers carrying bundles
of every size and shape. Along the curb a string of
peddlers push their carts with noisy clamor. From
the window of one brilliziutly iighted“sto‘re a greét
many dolls stretch forth their arms appealingly toa
troop of factory hands passing by. The young men
and girls stop on the street to exchange greetings
and then laughingly pass on. A woman, with a
worn shawl drawn tightly about her head and shoul-
ders, bargains with a peddler for a few toys. -Five
ill-clad youngsters flatten their nosés against the
frozen pane of the toy shop, in delight at something
there. It proves to be a milk wagon, with driver,
and horses, and cans that can be unloaded. Another
small boy comes out of the shop with a penny gold-
tish of candy clutched tightly in his hand and cast-
ing cautious glances right and left, speeds ncross the
road to the door of a building, where a small child
stands waiting. In the basement of this building
the lights of a Christmas tree show against the grimy
window pané. Two children are now busily engag-
ed fixing the goldfish upon one of its branches. They
are happy and contented now, notwithstanding that
the three little candles that burn there shed light
upon a scene of utmost desolation. The room is
black with smoke and dirt. Half the window panes
are broken and the holes stuffed with mgé. The
sleeves of an old coat hangs out of one, and beat
drearily upon the sash when the wind sweeps over
the fence and rattles the rotten shutters. Neara ta-
ble a discouraged woman sits eyeing -the children’s
show gloomily. For a short time the happy faces
do not seem to appeal to her, but soon she awakes
from the stupor into which she had fallen, and rising
helps the little ones place the tree where it can best
be seen by the baby, who crows with delight.

Now she sends the children from the room on an
errand, and while they are gone pins two pair of
bright red mittens to the tree. Back come the little
ones and they welcome the mittens with happy shouts.

The candles burn lower and lower and as the last
one flares up we see two children on a bed of ragsin
the corner, still wearing the red mittens, and the
mother still sits by a table, a dreamy, far-away look
in her eyes. VioLa CAIN.
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We have the pleasure of beginning the New Year
by heading our Locals with a very neat and attract-
ive design, the work of Miss Judith Wadleigh. Our
art department is certainly doing its share in the
improvement of The Pointer.

We learn with deep regret that before we take up
our next quarter’s work, we are to lose two highly
esteemed members of our faculty—Mrs. I. M. Elliott

and Prof. C. H. Sylvester. Both have been earnest
workers in their respective departments ever since

the organization of the school. Mrs. Elliott has had
sole charge of the work in geography. That her
work has been well and conscientiously done, all
who have been in her classes will testify. An en-
thusiast herself she had the faculty of enthusing
others also. Besides her regular work Mrs. Elliott
has been the patron and leader of our highly suc-
cessful Geography Lyceum.
Prof. Sylvester’s work has been of a more v

character. While he succeeded admirably in b -

ing out tbe best efforts from his classes in special
Pedagogy and Literature ; by giving special atten-
tion to the boys in the Model School, he has become
their guiding spirit. By his efforts these boys have
organized into a Progressive Society devoted to
both mental and bodily training. Too much can
not be said in praise of the beneficial results this
voluntary expenditure of effort on his part has
bro’t about. Of his work and interest in the more
advanced athletics of the school mention will be
made in another column.

Sincerely as we regret the loss of these highly
gifted teachers, we realize that what is our loss may
be their gain. The whole school unites with The
Pointer in wishing them success in their new work.

With the advent of colder weather and the cessa-
tion of out-door activities, there has begun to reign
in our midst a more quiet but earnest spirit. Our
interest has turned to a less noisy, yet fully as profit-
able an occupation as football.

The oratorical contest early in February, the
Juniors’ debate with Oshkosh, and the joint debate
with Superior, are occupying onr attention. We
are beginning to ask ourselves Does it pay to enter
these contests for mental and forensic supremacy ?

In reply we would say that for the prospective
teacher who must expect in the near future to face
an audience where criticisms are of the keenest
kind, no better training could be desired than that
afforded by the debating and oratorical contests.

But aside from the many beneficial results aceru-
ing to their participants, debates have one danger-
ous property. They are liable to develop the spirit
of the advocate, to educate us to look at things from
only one point of view, thus eliminating that very
desirable characteristic of fairness so essential to a
perfect social being. ‘

However, if proper care be exercised in this re-
spect, debates and oratorical contests rightfully
assume a prominent place among the interests of
every progressive school.

Our past record in this very desirable field has
been a creditable one. Basing our opinion on the

- material already selected, and that left to be se-

lected from, we are confident that the present year

will bring forth good results.
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The Cengor.

Cribbing. —This is a seed which is growing a
strong fibrous root in our school and should be de-
stroyed now before it gets such a hold that it will
take a strong effort to uproot it. Have you ever
stopped to think that it was really wrong to use line
after line from different authors in your essay with-
out using quotation marks ? Do you know that this
among authors is plagiarism? At the University it is
looked upon so seriously as to call for punishment.
And were the notes which we gather for our essays,
always worked over carefully into our own words
and into our own outlines, the essays would be
smoother, easier to listen to and more profitable to

the writer.

Wanted.
first floor.

A long shelf near the lockers on the

ance of the stairs when students are putting on
their wraps.

Reform.—Watch the different persons as they tip
toe about the building. It does not make them ap-
pear very graceful, but they will do it—to save
noise.
steps than to see them waddle along? However,

But who would not rather hear the foot-

one may learn to walk so as to make.very little
noise even when stepping on the whole foot. It has
been proven that many serious results may follow
In many

If you

if children are made to walk on tiptoe.

schools today it is absolutely forbidden.
have been in the habit of tip toeing or asking chil-
dren to do so, just watch a student, child, or teach-
er that tip toes and see if their gait does not con-

vince you that it is time to turn over a new leaf in-

regard to this matter. The beginning of the year is

a good time.

Answer.—These questions are coming to you
some day, if you teach,—how are you going to an-
swer them ?

1. Whatkind of decorations are appropriate in
the lower grades for Thanksgiving Day, Christmas,
Easter, and the Twenty-Second of February ”

This would relieve the untidy appear-"

2. Name a list of six books for a Fifth or Sixth
grade that will be both interesting and instructive.

3. Name five books on Elementary Botany that
Seventh and Eighth Grade pupils should have ac-
cess to when beginning this study.

4. What two text books on History for a Gram-
mar School ean you recommend ?

5. Where is Physiology started in the Normal
Model School ?
the text book? ‘ : -

6. How do they teach spelling through the
grades ?

In which grade do they first use

7. How and of what is the new bulletin board
in the library made ?

8. Give the name and address of a kindergarten
supply company. Of two general supply compa-
nies. Of three book companies.

9. What supplementary reading books can you
recommend for a Scventh Grade ?

10. Name a good song book for Intermediate
pupils to use.

SuGGESTION.—Keep a note book to jot down the
answers to these and similar questions. Visit the
Model Schools more. Ask the department teachers
more questions.

Voice.—Will it pay to give careful attention to
the way we use our voice? Surely, much depends
onit; for itis the most direct means which we use
in making people know immediately our thoughts
and feelings. It is so connected with mind, heart
and hand that its influence, for good or evil, is very
powerful. Think of the voices of some of your
teachers, friends, aud acquaintances, and see how
much sympathy, character and control they are able
to express with them. If you go into a school room
with a cold, harsh or highly pitched voice, there are
several objecticnable things which you may do:
You may convert naturally beautiful voices into dis-
agreeable ones by their unconscious imitation ;
you may arouse a dislike for study ; you may keep
children from expressing their best in thought and
feeling ; you may cause headaches ; you may bring
disease upon yourself and all because you do not
control your voice well. Establish an ideal in voice ;
work for it.
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Miss May Finch has withdrawn to teach.

The Civil Gov't class had their finals Friday, De-
cember 19.

Ira Hubbard of Hancock was here to help us open
the new year.

Sickness has compelled the Misses Little and Dig-
num to withdraw.

Arthur Latton has withdrawn to teach near his
home at Medford.

G. G. W. Gates of the class of '98 spent a few days
visiting old friends.

Lost, while bringing in wood, an opal, no reward;
return to Miss L. O'L.

We have all enjoyed our vacation and are now
ready for the new year's work.

Miss Christine Johnson, who teaches at Milladore
spent vacation at her home here.

Horace Dawcett has withdrawn to accept a posi-
tion with McCulloch’s, in the city.

Ralph Rounds spent a few days here while on his
his way home from the University.

We are now prepared to furnish music for dances
and receptions. Ragtime music a specialty. Misses
F. and 8.

Florence Gardiner, who teaches at Saxon, visited
with Villa Cowles a week, returning Saturday, De-
cember 31.

The Misses Saxton. Cowles and Howlett and My,

Ames were absent from some of their classes, on ac-
count of sickness.

THE NORMAL POINTER.

Those who are to take part in the oratorical cop-
test might gain some pointers if they would visit
Mr. R—well's reading class and hear him “climb.”

W. L. Fuller, who has been teaching the Fourth
and Fifth grades at Grand Rapids was promoted
and will take Will Bradford's place in the high
school.

Prof. Sanford gave a lecture on general history
for his class in this study. It was very interesting,
the stereoptican being used to illustrate, gave it ad-
ditional interest.

In Theory class Mr. S. “*You are not what I am
are you Mr. Killinger?"
Mr. K. “No.”

Mr. S. I am a man therefore you are not a man."”

Pres. Brier of River Falls spent the week, ending
December 19, inspecting our Normal and of course
favored us with one of those pleasant talks, which
we can all appreciate.

The majority of our faculty attended the Wiscon-
sin Teacher's association at Milwaukee during the
holidays. Pres. Pray and Prof. Sanford taking part
in the regular program.

Miss Gray supervisor of the Grammar department
who has been sick since the Thanksgiving recess is
back again. Mrs. Elliott had the supervision of the
work during Miss Gray’s absence.

Gail Hamilton told us what the blind man saw in
Europe. The lecture was very good and Mr. Hamil-
ton showed plainly that there may be some real en-
joyment in life even for a blind man.

Prof. McCaskill entertained us one morning with
an interesting talk about a summer spent studying
animal life on the seashore, as usual he never gave
the audience a chance to appear gloomy.

Prof. Sylvester gave one of the most entertaining
and instructive lectures of the year, on the ruins of
Pompeii. The numerous pictures displayed and his
reading added special interest to the lecture.

Will Bradford, who has been on the sick list for @
while has been forced to give up his work in the
high school at Grand Rapids, Mr. Barrows taking
the position until another teacher was found.

Miss Earle had a severe attack of toothache and
being advised to try a mustard plaster, did so witli-
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out considering the strength of the plaster, with a
result that was soon noticed by the whole school.

Roy Beach was married to Miss Clara Beach De-
cember 25. The young couple will make their
future home at Klamath Falls, Ore. Both are old
Normal students and we wish them much success in
life.

The literature class were talking about Bryant's
Thanatopsis which he had misplaced in his father's
desk, and Mr. P—— said **The boy had misplaced
the poem and lost it, it having been put into a dove-
cot.”

Miss Stewart entertained us with a talk on the
characters of Dickens’ novels, and the schools
thoroughly enjoyed spending the moments with
“‘patient little Nell”” Oliver Twist and the other
characters.

Most of us have worried a great deal trying to
settle whether this is the nineteenth or the twen-
tieth century, but Mr. Cowan says that the mumps
gave him worry enough and so has left the question
for others to settle.

They were using the stereopticon in the history
class and the picture of the head of an Egyptian
mummy was on the screen, when Mr. C—son said
“That looks like the mummy of Seti I.”’ not noticing
the embarrasment of the young lady who had got-
ten between the stereopticon and tne screen.

The London Glee Singers, who were with us De-
cember 22, gave a very entertaining concert, their
songs were all new as far as we were concerned,
and the rendering of them was good. The stndents
who were lucky enough to go home on the Green
Bay, found the Glee Singers on the train and they
were kind -enough to give us some of their songs
and we all enjoyed “Dumble dum deary’ and the
other jolly songs again.

Miss Clements and Miss Morse looked after our
art exhibit, which though not as large as some was
varied and Miss Clements showed how our pupils
progressed from the primary to the more advanced
classes in the Normal proper. We were the only
school to have an exhibit of casts, also reproduced
work among‘which were some of the designs for the
Pointer. The colored work of the grades was very
neat and showed a great deal of artistic skill.

At last Mr. Stinson has learned the secret of mak-
ing circus lemonade.

At the depot Junction City, Miss Y. to station
agent, “‘When does the 8:20 train go out?"

Mr. L. in debate naming the possessions of the U.
S. “Wenow own Alaska, Porto Rico, the Philip-
pines and the Wilmot Proviso."”

The chemistry class was trying to think of a name
for certain dyes gotten from coal tar when a hand
was raised in the back part of the room, C. “Well,
Mr. M-lv- - 11, what is it?’ Mr. M. *Diamond
Dyes.”

Some boys that we know have been accused of
senenading some of their lady friends while these
same lady friends are at breakfast. Boys, this must
be stopped.

We have a little? boy at the Normal who weighs
265 pounds and when the big? boys bother him he
has been heard to use such expression as these,
“Quit that now, can’t you leave a fellow alone, you
don’t know putty.’’ {

New Year’s Resolutions.

Those who skipped classes Thursday, December
21, have firmly resolved never to skip classes again.

The male quartet resolve never to appear in pub-
lic except by special request.

Berto has resolved not to write another essay un-
til he is allowed to read his latest on ‘“How I Wooed
and Lost.”

Stinson made a firm resolve that after this the
Chinaman would call for his work, because when
he took it himself hc had to go chasing along the
streets to see where he had dropped his shirts.

Barrows will not buy another high collar unless it
is provided with a pad for the protection of his chin.

Lund has resolved that if he ever raises another
moustache the boys will have to pay him more than
ten cents as there isn't enough to be gained by the
deal.

Miss Stella Walker a former student at the Nor-
mal was married on New Year's day to Mr. Ed.
Langenberg, a young and prominent business man
of this city. All her friends at the Normal extend
their congratulations.
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Our Nthletics.

The football season is over and the pigskin is at
rest. The record on the gridiron has been made.
Still we have more work to do and more victories
to win. Our athletic zeal has manifested itself in
a different, although not a new field. ‘The scene of
activity has changed from the gridiron to the gym-
nasium. Basketball is the game that interests all at
present. We have had some very good teams in
the past and expect to put out a better team than
usual this season. For we have some excellent ex-
perienced material from which to make a team. .

The usual energetic and enthusiastic g@'it seems
to actuate all concerned in the game/ This spirit,
which is a part of our school is the guara:}ge of
future victories. A

About the timé of the close of the football deason,
the initial step was taken toward basketball. Seven
teams were formed and their names handed to the
manager. Active practive was begun by the teams
every night and Saturdays in preparation for the
tournament. This tournament of the teams
was to decide who should compose the school squad
from which the school team will be chosen. The
tournament resulted in the first place being awarded

~ to Grimm's team, and the second to Utter’s team.

The school squad chose Prof. McCaskill and Prof.

Evans, who together with Capt. Utter ~onstitute a
committee to choose the school team. If at any
time during the season, a player develops sufficient
skill to warrant his being on the first team it is the
business of this committee to place him there.
« Grimm’s team composed of Grimm, Allen, Swit-
zer, Miller. Berto, Schofield; and Utter's team com-
posed of Utter, Geo. Atwell, Ensign Atwell, Gee,
Halverson and Rockwell. These teams are the
squad from which the school team will be chosen.

Mr. Utter was chosen captain of the team. He isa
good player and will make an able captain. After
the holidays the regular team will be organized and
systematic work begun.

A schedule of six or seven games will be played
this season. Games are already arranged with I\}ew
London and Appleton. Several other challenges
have been received and are under consideration.
It is not expected that games will he arranged with

THE NORMAL POINTER.

River Falls and Superior, because of the expense,
The Athletic association has authorized the execy.

tive committee to purchase suits for the basketball
team.

At a recent meeting of the Athletic association the
resignation of Prof. C. H. Sylvester and Charles
Boles were regretfully accepted. The present satis-
factory finnacial status of the association is due to
their executive ability and financiering. The asso-
ciation elected Prof. Evans and Ed. M. Gilbert to
fill the vacancy caused by their resignation.

Prof. C. H. Sylvester will end his pedagogical
duties at the end of this quarter, and will take up
editorial work in Chicago. The athletic circles of
this school wish him success in his new work, but
realize that his gain will be their loss. Prof. Sylvos-
ter has always taken an active part in all phases of
our athletics. He has been eminently successful in
arousing a proper athletic spirit. Manly, healthful
and honest competition in athletics has been the
ideal that he held before young and old. May suc-
cess be with him in his new work, is the earnest
wish of us all.

Athletic exercise does not seem to be evenly dis-
tributed among the students of this school. There
are many who do not take any more exercise than
they are obliged to. Itis true the regular gymna-
sium work offers systematic exercise to everyone.
The young men get this physical exertion but two
nights in a week, and then to some. of it is not good
hard work. Those who play football and basketball
get their share of bodily training, and there are
some naturally weak who do not need more than
two nights’ work. But there are those who possess
the physical strength, yet'do not get the exercise of
the school games that ought to have an opportunity
to do more athletic work. There are those who de-
sire to embrace the opportunity of using the gymna-
sium. It is a desire that ought to be cherished and
put into action.  This spirit of athletic training is
the right one and will not only improve the bodily
health of each one who is actuated by it but also pro-
duces better scholarship. It will not be long before
the field sports will be under headway. Those who
will go in the runs will need the preliminary train-
ing on the track. Some arrangement should be
made so that those who wish can use the running
track more than two nights in each week.
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Alumni.

The ninety-niners, you've heard of them before,
have a bright idea; and, just like them, they are
making use of if, so that now they enjoy a circula-
tory class letter. Last June when they separated at
the parting of the ways, they heroically resigned
themselves to the thought that thereafter they must
That
resignation lost some of its bitterness, that oblivion
some of its darkness, as soon as the bundle of class
letters, with their happy mission, began to go the
rounds of the state.
those letters. And it was the thought of a humble

for the most live in oblivion to each other.

There was classic literature in

compiler that a few selections in permanent printed
form, if not appreciated by the world at large,
would at least be welcomed by the class of '99.

I was just thinking how great it would be if a
fellow with the aid of a Yerkes telescope could as-
certain the whereabouts and doings of some of the
rest of the '9%ers. * * * Down at some way sta-
tion he could see, by looking closely, Culver asking
a burly conductor, “‘Does this train-er-go to-Lou-to-
er-Baraboo?”’ etc., ete.

This child has been enjoying himself pretty well.
Just now he is selling nails and scoop shovels to the
festive farmers. C. R. Rouxbps.

They pronounced our morning exercise take off
an ingenious idea and a jolly class day feature. *
* * Jdid not read a line of even a newspaper,
although I had three “‘exceilent books’ which Prof.
Swift advised would be good summer reading.
JENNIE BORESON.

My lot has been cast with the babies, where I shall

feel perfectly at home, for it is on that level, I fear, -

that my scanty store of dignity has placed me. *

Sympathize with all your heart with the poor child-
ren who so soon are to be entrusted to the care of
your humble servant, PEARL CHAMBERLAIN.

Up to date I have been haying. sweating. riding
on the bicycle and looking for a school. but now
(July 28) I am studying Latin in great shape, about
eight to nine hours a day. Respectfully,

OsyMAR KUENNE.

[ suddenly thrust my hands to the bottom of every
pocket my suit contained and found that all my cash
amounted to 3 cents. I had a board bill of $2.50
staring into my face too. And I was going to leave

that town that afternoon, which would cost me 81
cents. H. O. MANz.
(For further particulars consnlt author.)

When this reaches the girls and boys who used to
groan aloud when they saw me coming with an al-
gebra, I beg that they will accept my heartfelt grat-
itude; If they ever want anything especially dis-
agreeable done they know upon whom to call.

GEORGIANA CATE.

P. S.—(Not of interest to the class, but of great in-
terest to me.) Lois Ellsworth, let this remind you
that you owe me a letter.

MARrY MCCLELLAN.

Since school closed, as is common with me, I
have been taking it easy. * * * However, there
is no end of work, and if nothing better shows its-
self, I'!l pick up an old ax lying near by and make
my mark. Ep. J. MUNNELL.

Say, Ed., when you take up your ax to make your
mark, don't strike anything bard or you will be un-
able to leave any trace of yourself.

Mira CONGDON.

But there is one bit of news that is of interest, I
am sure, to you all.  That is, our class ivy, planted
in the light of the moon, and reverently worshipped
by the class of 00 is GROWING. Thanksto * * *
the protecting care of Albert. W. W. CULVER.

You will remember that I used to be most as good
looking as some of the rest. But I have changed.
I don't wear high collars any more. * * * [ wear
a straw hat with a brim 2 feet wide. My work is a
dood deal different too. For the last four weeks I
have been handling an improved line of ‘‘Arm-
strong’* farm machinery IrA HUBBARD.

MoMENTUOUS MENTION:—Notice has been re-
ceived that Arnold L. Gesell is appointed to the high
and honororable office of First Grand Master of
Class Correspondence, class of '99, S. P. N. All.
who desire to receive the next package of letters
must have their contribution in the hands of Mr.
Gesell (Stevens Point, Wis.,) by February 3d. 1900.
What man has done man can do. Suppose you
make it another success. Remember the utterance
of Miss Malick, '99:—*There's nothing ‘pokey’
about this idea (the circulatory letter). I move that
our president appoint some one to start the ball
rolling every year until I'm married.”

ARNoLD L. GESELL.
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Fix¢hanges
The **Modernized Version of the Scige of Troy'" is

a witty and well written poem.

The last number of thc Normal Advance contains
a poem “The Man with a Hoe" which was most

heartily 1pplccmtel by our practice teachers.

The Lake Breeze metes out Ju%m,e to forty-two
exchanges on less than a page. We are pleased to
know that the ““Breeze” is enough of a Wind to
carry all before it. 3 :

The December Normal Pennant from San Jose,
California, is an excellent paper. The exchange col-
umn is exceptionally well used in reviewing the
Pennant’s many exchanges.

The Spartan agrees with the Pointer in saying the
exchange column is not a vacant page on which
worn out jokes are to be cast. The Spartan and

Pointer join hands in this; will you join us?

We are glad to know that many of the schools of
Wisconsin were so fortunate as to hear Gail Hamil-
ton's lecture on “What a Blind Man Saw in Eu-

rope.”” All are loud in their praises of Mr. Hamil-
ton.

The View Point’s editorials are of the common
sense type and these, like the other parts-of the pa-
per, are good productions. We are somewhat dis-
appointed to find there is not room for the exchange
editor's work.

The Guard and Tackle comes again from Califor-
nia. There are many good features in the Guard's
columns, but we think it would be better to let the
advertisements occupy a place of their own. We
believe the advertisements would be as valuable to
the advertisors and this arrangement would, we
think, make the paper more attractive.

The Southwest comes to us from the New Mexico
Normal University, Las Vegas, New Mexico. This
is the first visit we have had from our friend in the
far southwest, and we are very glad to know that so
good a publication is sent out from New Mexico.
Though separated by a great expanse of territory we

see at a glance that the spirit of the Normalite is the
same the world over.

By reading the school papers from all parts of the
U. S. we realize what place the lecture has come to
occupy as a means of education and entertainment.
Nearly all the papers from the better class of schools
haye something to say in regard to the lecture
course which the school has made possible in that
particular city. In nearly every instance the schools
of the towns are the means of furnishing the lecture
cotvrse. People outside the school try sometimes to dic-
tate the details of arrangement to the students after
the lectures are an assured success. One question
wmight be asked; should not the students be given
some credit for starting a good thing?

In the Lawrentian we find an article which re-
views the football season from Laurence's point of
view. The Laurentian says Lawrence had to play
the whole school when they came here. It is true
the Normalites were there to see the Pointers win
but a by stander would be impressed with the idea
that the eleven Pointers on the field took most of
Lawrence’s attention.

The School Bell Echoes is one of our friendly
callers. A good school spirit is shown in its col-
umns, but the Echoes'might be made more attrac-
tive if given an over coat for this cold weather. A
cover is needed by every paper, whether large or
small.

With pardonable pride the Carroll Echo brings
us the story of Rev. John C. Lloyd, formerly a stu-
dent at Carroll and now minister in the largest
church of Johannesburg.  They also publish a let-
ter from Rev. Lloyd to his old instructor.

The College Days contains a full page cut of Rip-
on’s new $30,000 science hall. The building will be
completed o as to be dedicated at commencement

time next June. ~ This gives to Ripon a science hall

of which it may well be proud.

The Gitche Gumee from Superior is very interest-
ing throughout. * “The Innate Perversity of Inani-

mate Objects’ is written in a style which makes it
pleasant to read. The *‘Modern Dictionary”’ will
be used by the Pointer staff.

T'he artistic cover for the December Argosy is an
appropriate introduction to the good work. of the
editors found under the cover.
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Model S¢hool.

PRIMARY.

The last week of school before Christmas vacation
found the little folks very busy. Each child made
two gifts for his friends. The Birds, first grade pu-
pils, made stamp cases and needle-books; The Busy
Bees, second grade pupils, made stamp cases and
blotters; The Workers, third grade pupils, made
handkerchief cases, calendars and Christmas book-
lets containing their own Christmas stories. The
material was furnished by the pupils

Thursday afternoon the front boards were decor-
ated with the gifts tastily arranged on manila pa-
per. The Workers furnished the Christmas program
which was enjoyed by a number of the parents and
younger brothers and sisters of the pupils as well as
by the pupils themselves.

Jolly Old Saint Nicholas.............. Worker boys
A Funny Christmas Present............ Leora Reton
Christmas Times, .......c.c.cvuvins Jerkie Bentiey
Kriss Kringle’s Drive.................... Busy Bees
To.Saint:Nicholas ... & o s Dan Weller
Christmas in Many Lands................. Workers
Santa’s Lietter: ... l.coiiieaid Arthur Chapman
Dr. Dos’em’s Reflections............... Paul Collins
Santa Clans: ot i s il s et Busy Bees
The First Christmas: .. voiiiieiii e Workers
INTERMEDIATE.

This room was prettily decorated for the day with
appropriate drawings and evergreens. An inter-
esting program was given which was enjoyed by
several visitors besides the parents.

The following are original letters written by pu-
pils in this department:

201 North Fremont St., Stevens Pt., Wis.,

December 18, 1899.
DEAR SANTA:—

I hope you will enjoy your Christ-
mas and New Year. I have vacation for thirteen
days. How are Mrs. Santa Claus and yourself? I
remember one Christmas when you were sick and
you sent Uucle Sam instead. I hope you will not
have to do that ever again.

I have something this Christmas much nicer than
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anything I had last Christmas.
pose it is?
tell you.

What do you sup-
I do not think you can guess, so I will
It is a baby sister. You can not doubt
that it is better than any doll you can give to any
girl. Tell Mrs. Santa Claus that I want her to come
with you Christmas night so that she can see' it.

You. of course, will fill her stocking, too. As she
is not old enough to talk will you please let me tell
you what 1 think she wants ? I want her to have a
little doll (for she thinks a good deal of mine.) All
babies like rattles so please bring her one. I can
not think of anything more but as you have to pro-
vide for a great many babies I wish that if you think
of anything else that a baby four months old would
like you would bring it to her, too. -

I suppose you know about what a little girl like
me would want for Christmas. I will tell you a few
I am selfish, I know you will think
when you read this list of presents.
sled.
new games and books.

things I want.
I want a strong
1 want all the candy I can get. I want some
I want my brother to get a
riding whip, some skates and candy of course. In
his letter he will want something else.
it to him.
I want you to give mamma and papa something.
Give my love to Mrs. Santa Claus. Good bye.
INA MARTIN.
Stevens Point. Wis., Dec. 18, '99.
DEAR SANTA:—
I wish you a happy Christmas

and a happy New Year. I have to wish it now for
I will be sound asleep when you come to our house.

Please give

Are your reindeer all right? If you have one that
is not fleet enough for you. send him to me. Our
house has tin on the roof and you are liable to slip.

There is a wood-pecker's nest on the roof of our
house; do not forget it.

You had better wear your old clothes for our
chimney has not been cleaned lately.

I want a lot of things and these are what they are—
a steam engine, an air gun, a pair of nickel-plated
skates, a good book of animals and lots of candy
and peanuts.

If you go by grandma’s house tell her to be down.

Well, that will satisfy me but if you want to bring

Yours truly,
WiLLis BosTon.

any more I don’t care.



QPAULDINGS. .

OFFICIRAL

AHLETIC
2% "GOODS

Officially adopted by the leading Col- &'
leges, Schools and Athletic Clubs of the
Country.

EVERY REQUISITE FOR

BASE BALL TENNIS
FOOT BALL 9&& ATHLETICS
GOLF GYMNASIUM

Spalding's Official Leagus Ball.
Is the Official Ball for the Natonal

auons,

Handsome Citalogue of Athletic
Sports Free 1o any address

sSpalding’s Base Ball Guide for
1900, 10 Cents.

A. G Spalding & Bros.

New York Chieago Denver

i;:lve vand. Ten Cen; Store.

I. SEHEAFTON,

Dealer in Crockery, Glassware., Tinware,
Dry Goods. Notions, Toys, Albums, Fancy
Boxes. The best place to buy your Christmas
presents. 315 Main St.

BE. I. TOZIER,

422-4 Ellis Street.

Groceries, Stationery and Confectionery

Two blocks south and west of Normal.

“BROWN’'S BAKERY
For FRESH LINE of
DAKER'S GOODS

And Home-n}ade gqpqies.i 115 Strongs Ave.

T Py ’ ., 18671899
Union Central Life
Insurance Company.

et e Amcic Endoon s, Syidend paying com-

GUSTAV W. HEIN’ Special

aent.
__Johnsen s»ﬂldg.) Public Square.

_ SHERTIAN'S
[RIVERY STABLE.

751 Strongs Avenue.

League and all the leading college associ-

Hoeffler
Manufacturing
Company

Exclusive
Bicycle
Store

Has added a large line of . . .

Atwell Block

Pianos, Organs and
Sewing [Machines,

Which will be sold at

“Rock Bottom Prices!”

‘THE FAIR,

426 MVMfain Street.
Headquarters for all kinds of Household Goods,
Crockery, Glassware, Wocdenware, Tinware,

Iron“fnff:.. etc. MAX NEUWALD.

South Sxde Drq Coods Store.

Ladies’ and Gents’ Furnishing Goods.

Strictly Cash Lowest Prices.

T. F. FULLER.

'CHARLEY ONN
CHINESE LRAANDRY.

ON THIRD ST.
First-class Work. Low Prices.

BUCKINGHAM© ENGBERRY

SOLICIT YOUR

FIRE INSURANCE

Rubber Stamps.

Do you want one? It so, drop a postal to
L. D. Fisher, 418 Elk street, or leave your
order at H. D. McCulloch Co.’s.

Special—A Linen marker outfit, consisting of name stamp, ink pads
and vial of indehible ink, 35¢c. +

&



GREAT oP PORTUNITIES For the people of 'Stevené

Point and vicinity to buy tailor made clothing equal to custom
made for less than half the regular price. This opportunity
will last about thirty days. No humbug. Come and convince

yourself.

- CHICAGO CLOTRIERS. .

322 Main Street.

D. J. E]lénwood & Son,
Bicycle Livery and Repair Shop.

742 Strongs Ave,
For GOOD SHOES go to
Alex. Ringness.

Repairing Neatly
Done—Satisfaction
Guaranteed.

TOS. GLINSKTI,

—THE LEADING—

MERCHANT TAILOR.

CUT PRICES TO STUDENTS.
306 Main St., Stevens Point, Wis.

D. A. AGNEW, ,,
The South Side Jeweler

Fine Watch Repairing a Specialty.

Leader in his line.

: Ordcrs promptly filled
F. W. GIESE
Fashionable Merchant Tailor.

Finest of goods and made in the best styl:. 1203 Division St.
All work guaranteed. South Side.

Arlington@House
Good Accommodations.
326 Strongs Ave. M. CASSIDY,-Prop.

The Fisk Teachers' Agoncy

Notifies teachers of vacancies
and RECOMMENDS them
for positions. Send for manual.

378 Wabash Ave.,

F. B. SpAuLDING,
Manager.

EVERETT O. FISK & CO., CHICAGO.

Mrs. Mary E. Phillips —Moorei.

INSTRACTOR IN M4SIC,
PRYSICALz CHRRTURE,
DELRSARTE AND DANCING.

Is now prepared to organize classes in all of these
arts. Special classes and private lessons. Will rent
rooms and furnish music for select parties and ¢lubs.
Social dancing parties are usually given on Frida
and Saturday evenings and she invites all to attend.
lickets for social are 25 cents per couple. Private®
parties may rent the rooms by making arrangeien's
beforehand with instructor. Otherwise not. ~ School
located at corner of CLARK and CHURCH BTS.

NORTH&WEST

TO ASHLAND, DULUTH,
ST. PAUL & MINNEAPOLIS.

VIA..

WISCONSIN
CENTRAL
LINES.

FAST TRAINS TO ;
MILWAUKEE, CHICAGO

AND ALL POINTS

SOUTH & EAST

JAS. C. POND, G. P. A., MILWAUKEE.

©




Every Homc, School and Office should own

\ Webster’s International Dictionaty

m of ENGLISH, Biography, Geography, Fiction, eic.

DICTIONARY / STANDARD AUTHORITY of the U. S. Supreme Court, all the State Supreme Courts,
the U. S. Goverament Printing Office, and of ncarly all the Schoolbooks. Warmly com-
& meaded by Ctate Svperintendents ¢f Schools and other Educators almost without number.

Webster’s Collegiate Blictionary 5 s Siape Sk @)

A new book, the larert ¢ fl : J—"-v"' cf the Interaationzl. I kas a sizablz vocabulary, complete definitions and [ WEBSTER'S
adequate etymologics. I‘ izcopazs. —stncnl/x lustratad. Its .:)pcmxxl astorehouse of valuable information. | COLLEGIATE

DICTIONARY

“)cc{"wz pages, ct2., cf boll books cont on applicction.

G. & C. MERRIAM CO Publishers, Spnngi.eld, Mass., U. S. A,

e P 1T

Don't Experiment Get the Best

The Century Donble-Feed Fountain Penis the BEST.
Unpequalled as a Xmas present. Special rates to students,

ARTHUR E. DAWES, Acr. CENTURY PEN CO., Whitewater, WIS

The Western

Teachers’ Agency....
Of Milwaukee, Wis.

I (TR P2 10 T S g g e

Do you want to join a
Has the-conﬁdcrcc of sghool boards TEACHERS’

and superintendents, and is conducted
on strict business principles. Direct as- AGENCY /s

sistapce given -or no commission
charged. “Send for enrol! ment blank
and circular.

Have you seen ““The Western
Teacher?” If not, send tor a free | If so, See

sample copy. Address : JEROME H, WHEELOCK,
S ¥V Gill'an & CO., ; Business Manager.
141 Wisconsin St. MILWAUKEE, WIS.

Subscribe | Advertise in........

for the The Normal Pointer.
Normal

Rates mage known on application.

Pointer. Address JEROME H. WHEELOCK, Stevens Point.

P P e —————




Pure Drugs.

Fresh Groceries..

H. D. McCULLOCH CO. Lid.

Fine Stationery.

School Supplies.

NICK MILLER,
SOUTH SIDE MEAT MARKET

Armour’s Best Meats
1028 Division Street

FOR FINE SUITS AND LOW PRICES GO TO

KRUTZA, 77F TAILOR.
424 Main St., 2d Floor.

Normal Trade Solicited. :

JOHN NORTON,
111 N. Third St.

GENERAL REPAIRING

Bicycles and Guns a Specialty.

The Leading Fruit Store
Fresh Fruits and Candies always on Hand.

409 Main St. J W.SHAFTON, Prop.

“Wisconsin’s Best”

hENDRY

R. OBERLATZ,

T\MXerchant T ailor.
808 Park St., Stevens Point, Wis.

515 Church
street. 3
Phone 100.

Superb
Work.

IT WILL PAY Normal Students to See

Rasmus Hanson,
MERCHANT TAILOR.

417 CLARK STREET, STEVENS POINT! WIS.

J. IVERSON,

Wholesale and retail dealer in

Gold and Silver \Watches, Clocks, Jewelry,

Silver und Plated Ware, Pianos and Organs and sa'l kinds of
Musical Merchandi<e
Watch repairing a Specialty.

E.C. ELLIS’

Barser Stor.

1200 DIVISION STREET.
l K‘*‘\\.It is made of the best
Buy Ol‘l y of wholesome mater-
ials. It is a machine
BENNE I I ’S aixed bread and is
.cee (rom contamina-
BREAD tion in mixing and

¥ andling.

Ask your Grocer for it and take no other.

s Finest Shoes Lovest Prices

———CALL ON—
«~_Kern Shoe Co. 41 liain.

J. L. JENSEN,

Fine Groceries £ Big Joe Flour

Always on Hand.

Telephone 4. 432 Tain Streef.

0.KREMBS & Bro.

General Hardware

Stoves, Tinware Paints, etc.




D. N. ALCORN, M. D.

SPECIALTIES:
Diseases and Operations of the

EYE, EAR, NOSE AnND THROAT.

Glasses Ground to order to correct astigmatism, weak eyes, etc.
Office109-111 Strongs Ave., over Taylor Bros." Drug Store  Private
infirmary and residence, 621 Main St. Telephone 113.

HADCOCK & ROOD,
DENTISTS.
Office, 435 Main St. Stevens Point, Wis.

F. A. WALTERS, M. D.

Physician and Surgeon.

607 Main St.
Telephone 2.

Stevens Point, - Wisconsin.

DR. J. M. BISCHOFF,
DENTIST '

Crown and Bridge Work a Specialty.
Lady in attendance. Office over Taylor Bros.’

F. A. SOUTHWICK, M. D.

Physieian and Surgeon.

Telephone 32.
646 Church St

Stevens Point, Wisconsin

DR. EMILE KUHNAST,
Physician and Surgeon.

‘224 Jefterson street.
Stevens Point, - - =

Wisconsin.

CARRIE A. FROST, M. D.
Physieian and Surgeon.

Office and residence, 503 Clark

street, cor. Strnngs avenue.

Stevens Point, Wisconsin.

W. W. GREGORY, M. D.

Physician and Surgcon.

319 Main St., Upstairs.
Telephone-Office 125-1; Res 125-2.

Stevens Point, - - Wisconsin.

Glasses Accurately and Scientifically Fitted.

J. W. BIRD, M. D.
EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT.

Special Rates to Students.
Office, 110 Strongs Ave. Stevens Point, Wis.

JOHN SCHMITT,
Tee FINE BRT TEILOR.

Opera House Block, Main St.
STEVENS POINT, WIS.

Henry Hoeffler. :

CLARK STREET

Cash Store.

D

-0——

DR. G. M. HOULEHAN,
DENTIST.

New Atwell Block. corner Main street and
Strongs avenue

C. 0. D. STORE.

Reliable Furnishings.
P. ROTHMAN.
C."F. MARTIN & CO.
Leading Photographers
Try Our Platinos—They are Perfect,

Mou]din%s and Frames
in al] styles. 114 S. Third St.

AUGUST GOERKE,

Merchant Tailor.

Union Block,
Stevens Point, Wis.

The Stevens Point Cycle Works

Desire your patronage. If your wheel needs any repairs leave it
with us and we will give it prompt attention and guarantee satis-
faction. A full line of sundries always on hand.

Bicycle Livery in Connection.
452 Main street. NUTTER BROS.

431Y% Main street,
Second floor.

Chinese Laundry.
Guarantees first- class work—and cheap.
Goods called for and delivered.

116 Strongs Ave, H. WING LEE.

CALIFORNIA

b 4
C.Neuwald’s £/ House

Headquarters for fine home made candies, choice
fruits and nuts of all kinds. Watch for holiday as-
sortment. Our prices cannot be duplicated. Oys-
ters in season.
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\'\z If you dislike teaching, z:
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$ If you desire a good position, ’4:
3 If you ever expect to conduct a zs
& business of your own; : ;:\
& Take a complete course at g:
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The Stevens Point
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W The school is now located in elegant new rooms
* equipped with all the modern improvements.

w We are unable to get graduates enough to supply
W the demand for office help as stenographers and book-
\.U_ keepers. i ‘

\_U, Typewriting work a specialty.

W  Tuition very low. Individual instruction Write
W for new catalog fully describing and illustrating the
W work as carried on, to the principal,
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