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UW-SP students go on_ an alternative spring break 
Brianna Nelson 
_THE POINTER 
BNELS665@UWSP.EDU 

While some University 
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
students enjoyed tropical 
trips for spring break, others 
enjoyed a different kind of 
trip. 13 students spent their 
spring break in Lake Charles, 
La., as part of the United Way 
Alternative Spring Break. 

"It was awesome 
to realize how I 

was able to touch 
someone's life ... " 

break to go to 
LA, but I didn't 
give up my spring 
break. I was able to 
empower myself 
to make a differ
ence, have a great 
time and be a 
part of something 
so much bigger 
than myself," said 
freshman Katie 
Nockerts. 

The trip 

Photo courrcsy of Holly Ehrhardt 

The group left on March 
17 and returned on March 24. 
They worked from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on various projects. In 
the Louisiana neighborhoods, 
the type of projects they did 
were cleaning debris, rebuild
ing and repainting homes and 
working with organizations 
such as Head Start. 

wasn't all hard 
work though; the 
students were 
able to bond with 
their new friends 
from across the 
country at night. 

According to 
UW-SP student 
Holly Ehrhardt, 

UW-SP students rebuilding a house during spring break through United 
Way's Alternative Spring Break program. 

"I was asked why I would 
want to give up my spring 

the southern com-
munities were very generous. 
"Many of the homeowners 
made lunch for the partici
pants. Students were always 
welcomed with a smile and a 
'thank you.'" 

United Way's Alternative 
Spring Break is a national 
program aimed to get stu-

Phom courrc:-y of Holly Ehrhan.lr 

Students take a break from painting for a photo. 

--- --- --- -----

dents involved in rebuilding 
hurricane-struck communi
ties. Students must apply to 
participate in the program, 
and once they are selected, 
they have the option to use an 
online fundraising tool. 

The fundraising tool is an 
online profile with a personal 
account. Students can send a 
link with their profile to their 
family or friends and, in turn, 
they can deposit money into 
the students' account. 

The funds go to reim
burse the travel expenses 
after the trip has taken place. 
The amount fundraised that 
exceeded the travel expenses 
was given to Hurricane Rita 
victims. 

"The best part of the trip 
was meeting the residents of 
these communities. I have 
never seen so much charac
ter! It was awesome to real
ize how I was able to touch 
someone's life, to see their 
eyes light up after their home 
has been completely repaint
ed. There is no better feeling 
in the world," Ehrhardt said. 

UW-SP had the largest 

amount of student volunteers 
from one area and school. 
Stevens Point also had the 
most applicants for the pro
gram in the country. 

The group volunteered 
enough hours to let Louisiana 
take $113,000 off of their debt 
to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

Ehrhardt said they would 
love to have more students 
involved next year. There are 
many ways to get involved.: 
the Habitat Campus Chapter 
does a trip every year, Student 
Involvement and Employment 
Office will be offering a dif
ferent trip next year and the 
United Way offers its pro
gram. 

"There are so many dif
ferent options out there and 
they are all at the students' 
reach. They also cost very 
little to do. You will come 
back from spring break feel
ing like a different person," 
said Ehrhardt. 

If you are interested in 
the Habitat Campus Chapter, 
please contact Andrew Adey 
at aadey402@uwsp.edu. 

SGA passes sm·oke-free resolution 
Rachel Clark 
NEWS REPORTER 

The University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
Environmental Health and 
Safety (EHS) Committee 
proposed a resolution to 
the Student Government 
Association designating UW
SP as a smoke-free campus. 

The resolution made sev-

eral points concerning the 
use of tobacco on campus. 
The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency has des
ignated environmental 
tobacco smoke (second-hand 
smoke) a Class A carcinogen. 
Carcinogen is any substance 
or agent that promotes can
cer. It's estimated exposure 
causes 3,000 annual lung 
·cancer deaths and stud
ies have shown that pas-

sive smoking has significant 
adverse effects on respira
tory health. 

The resolution also stated 
that the UW-SP community 
should be able to work in 
and enter their place. of work 
free of exposure to tobac
co smoke. Cigarette smoke 
outside of campus buildings 
is drawn in through ventila
tion intakes or open doors 
and individuals are required 

to walk through smoke to 
enter buildings. Smoking 
outside of the main entrance 
to campus buildings does not 
project a healthy image for a 
wellness campus. Smoking 
remnants often badly litter 
building entrances on cam
pus. 

If the problem is to be 

see Smoke-free pg. 2 



2 • April 12, 2007 

_Sorry . 
·::•t .,., 

""· 

Tht .Pointer 
beba 

r:.:. THE POINTER 

~ 
~ 

I 

Newsroom 
715.346.2249 

Business 
715.346.3800 

Advertising 
715.346.3707 

Fax 
715.346.4712 

pointer@uwsp.edu 

cP. 
ASSOCIATED 
COLLEGIATE 

PRESS 

http://pointer.uwsp.edu 
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point 

104 C/iG St~vens Point, ~} '54481· · 
.. J .> a., ' J. ~- J 

from Smoke-free pg . . 1 

UW-SP adopt the follow
ing policy: 

1. That UW-SP offer assis
tance to staff and students 
who desire to quit smok
ing, through workshops and 
other supports. 

2. That all UW-SP build
ings, grounds, functions and 
operations are designated 
completely smoke-free by 
Aug. 1, 2007. 

SGA passed the smoke
free campus resolution, and 
it will be going up for refer
endum in the spring. 

Th·e Tha.iland Project to 
hold fundra·ising drive 
Press Release 
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

"Sumalee," a resi-
dent at the Developmental 
Education Program for 
Daughters and Communities 
(DEPDC) school in Mae Sai, 
Thailand, doesn't know who 
her biological parents are, if 
they are alive or where she is 
from. She has no documen
tation to prove legal status 
in any country. 

She grew up with a 
migrant family she was not 
related to, suffering abuse 
and moving from place to 
place without any options 
for an education until she 
was able to move into the 
DEPDC ten years ago at 
age 11. Now a graduate of 
the school, she dreams of 
becoming a social worker 
and helping at-risk children 
like herself. 

"Sumalee" is one of four· 
DEPDC graduates who have 
the opportunity to attend 
the University of Wisconsin
Stevens Point next fall 
through "The Thailand 
Project: Higher Education as 
Humanitarian Aid," a part
nership between UW-SP and 
the DEPDC initiated by UW
SP senior Joseph Quinnell 
after a visit to the DEPDC. 
The four students will spend 
their first year at UW-SP 
improving their English and 
preparing for a college edu
cation. 

In order to help raise 
the funds needed for these 
students' tuition, room, 
board and general expenses, 
UW-SP students are being 
challenged through the "See 

ED!" campaign to be held 
n campus April 23-27. 

"We're asking that all 
W-SP students donate 

5 within five days," said 
uinnell. "We have approxi
ately 8,800 students on the 

UW-SP campus and a little 
over 3,000 of them living in 
the residence halls. If just 
under 3,000 donate $5 each, 
that's enough to sponsor 
another DEPDC graduate to 
attend UW-SP. UW-SP facul
ty and staff are encouraged 
to donate as well." 

Donations will be col
lected across campus 
throughout the week at 
"See RED!" booths or may 
be macfe online by check or 
credit card at www.thethai
landproject.org through the 
UW-SP Foundation, which 
is managing the scholar
ship account. The Student 
Government Association and 
Residence Hall Association 
are co-sponsoring the fund
raising drive. 

The DEPDC was created 
by two-time Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee Sompop 
Jan tr aka to protect at-risk 
children from exploitation 
in the country's sex trade 
and offer them an educa
tion. It is the goal of UW
SP' s The Thailand Project to 
enable these students, who 
have no citizenship and are 
considered illegal aliens in 
every country, to earn col
lege degrees and then return 
to Thailand to join the fight 
against human trafficking, 
said Quinnell. 

"This is groundbreak
ing work," he said. "Never 
before has a university 
opened its doors to indi
viduals without citizenship 
from any country." 

In addition to the fund-
raising, The Thailand Project 
is facilitating a visit to UW
SP-by a dance and kindergar
ten teacher from the DEPDC. 
From April 10 through May 
10, Wassana Yasungnoen 
will be on campus to hold 
workshops on Thai dance 
and attend early education 
classes within the School of 
Education. 

Pregna_nt and Distressed?? 

Birthright can help. 

Alternatives to Abortions; 
Pregnancy Tests, Confide0ti.ol. 

No Charge For Any services. 
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Cheer up! Seasonal affective disorder takes its toll 
Angela Fr9me 
THE POINTER 
AFROM244@ UWSP.EDU 

The early coming of Spring-like 
weather has been nice for almost every
one, but for some, it may be a dose of 
much needed medicine. Millions of 
Americans experience mood changes 
as a result of the changing seasons. 
Seasonal affective disorder (SAD) is 
the most severe of mood changes, 
when the lack of sunlight during win
ter contributes to depression and lack 
of energy. 

It is estimated that "10 million 
Americans are said to be suffering from 
seasonal affective disorder or SAD, a 
condition now widely accepted by the 
medical community and the public at 
large," said Norman E. Rosenthal in his 
widely acclaimed book "Winter Blues: 
Seasonal Affective Disorder: What It Is 
and How to Overcome It." Many more 
suffer from a lesser form, commonly 
known as the winter blues. 

"Though these people are not usu
ally affected severely enough to seek 
medical attention, they nevertheless 
feel less cheerful, energetic, creative, 
and productive during the dark winter 
days than at other times of the year," 
said Rosenthal. 

.... ~ 

Junior Emily Groves identifies 
with some of the qualities of this dis
order. 

"I feel that when the sun is out, I'm 
generally in a better mood. I think it 
helps me to have more energy and be 
more active," Groves said. 

Dr. Shawn Pflugardt, a coun
selor at the University of Wisconsin 
- Stevens P9int Counseling Center, 
echoes Rosenthal's observations. SAD 
is a fairly common diagnosis around 
this region, she said. 

"Most people feel tired," said 
Pflugardt, or have low motivation to 
get things accomplished at school or 
work. 

"Instead of depression year-round, 
it's mainly the six months [in winter] 
when light is overcast" that SAD is 
most common, said Pflugardt. 

"I know I don't have a lot of moti
vation during that time," said sopho
more Marie Dicus. "I think it's because 
all I want to do is stay inside where it's 
warm. II 

There is a "spectrum of sever
ity," each person is affected differently, 
said Pflugardt. Mild cases can help 
themselves, while severe cases should 
seek professional help so the condition 
does not escalate to the point when it 
is unbearable. 

Don't Forget! 

UW-SP students can also be affect
ed by the winter blues. Senior Sara 
Suchy was affected by the lack of 
sunlight back in February. She said 
she felt "not so much depressed, just 
lethargic," as a result of the increasing 
darkness, along with other factors. 

Though it may seem inescapable, 
there are ways to combat this seasonal 
disorder. Dr. Pflugardt suggested that 
prevention may be the key. 

"In autumn months, it's a good 
time to remember that dark days are 
coming," she said. 

If symptoms are anticipated, get 
outdoors and into the light. Finding 
something enjoyable to do will make 
the symptoms less severe. 

Good self care is another way to 
prevent SAD, said Pflugardt. Getting 
enough exercise and cutting down on 
stress should help lessen the effects of 
the symptoms. 

Suchy found her own ways to deal 
with her wintertime doldrums. 

"I worked out a lot. Keeping your
self busy [is key]," she said. 

Suchy also worked on her mind
set, trying to mentally overcome her 
feelings. She set short-term goals for 
herself, like focusing on Spring Break 
and" setting [other] things that weren't 
so distant." 

Groves also has her own way of 
dealing with the winter blues. 

"I also try to do something active," 
she said. "Otherwise ... I watch one of 
my favorite movies or TV shows." 

If prevention attempts have failed, 
there is still hope in conquering the 
winter blues. Pflugardt said there are 
several ways to treat SAD. 

Talk therapy is one method of 
treatment, Pflugardt said. This type of 
treatment tries to change the patient's 
mindset to positive thoughts, instead 
of the negative ones that are a result of 
the depression. 

Behavior therapy is also an option, 
encouraging patients to take better 
care of themselves to try and prevent 
or lessen the symptoms. 

Medication can also be prescribed, 
as well as a treatment known as light 
therapy. This involves the patient 
spending time in front of a light box 
that provides full spectrum light simi~ 
lar to that from the sun. This is a 
particularly effective treatment, since 
the main cause of SAD is the lack of 
sunlight during the winter months. 

For an enrolled student, treatments 
can be received at the Counseling 
Center here on campus. 

... 
RELAY 
FOR LIFE 

This year's Relay for Life 
'TUDENT ORGANIZATION 

* 
American 
Cancer 

, Society 

• 
will take place April '27-28 at 
SPASH beginning at 7 p.m. 

Help the American Cancer 
Society raise money for cancer 
research and advocacy. 

Contact Tim Loef at tloef11 7@uwsp.edu for more information. 
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F THE WEEK: Society of American Foresters 
Rochelle Nechuta 
POINTLI FE REPORTER 

The Society of 
American Foresters has 
been an active organiza
tion at the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
promoting and educating 
about forestry for thirty 
years, while the national 
sanction has been active 
since 1900. 

Phoro courtesy of SAF 

Members of SAF teach local high school students about 
the Wisconsin wilderness. 

SAF's mission is, "[t]o field trips each semester to "SAP is a great organiza
advance the science, tech- visit forest product facili- tion which is a reflection of 
nology, education and prac- ties such as mills, nurser- the talented and committed 
tice of professional forestry ies, the U.S. Forest Service's individuals who are mem
inAmerica, especially in the Forest Products Lab in hers and it is a privilege to 
Central Wisconsin region, Madison and different har- serve as President of the 
and to use the knowledge vesting sights and other Student SAP at UW-SP." 
and skill of the profession forestry related sites," said SAF's faculty advisors 
to benefit the society." Chairperson of the SAP are Dr. John Houghton and 

The organization pro- Student Chapter at UW-SP Dr. Paul Doruska. If anyone 
vides information with the Kenneth Price. "SAP also would like to get involved 
inclusion of Pulp Cut each represents UW-SP at the with the SAP there are 
semester and by bringing SAP National Convention weekly meetings Thursday 
lectures like the tree forag- each year and participates night at 5 p.m. in CNR 
ing lecture given by Sam in the student quiz bowl. 170 or by contacting a SAF 
Thayer to campus. The This past fall the team from officer by email. Contact 
group does these things in Stevens Point placed 2nd President Kenneth ·Price 
order to educate communi- out of 31 teams." at kpric846@uwsp.edu, or 
ty and university members Currently there are 59 Vice President Jesse Sebero 
about trees and all the pos- , members in the UW-SP at jsebe514@uwsp.edu. You 
sibilities that they provide. chapter of SAP but Price can also check out the UW-

Every year the organi- hopes more people will SP Chapter of Society of 
zation holds the chainsaw become involved. American Foresters at their 
safety class called PuJp Cut "All of our members, website www.uwsp.edu/ 
405 which is available for except one, are from the stuorg/ saf/ index.htm. 
UW-SP students, holds a CNR. However, every- • _____________ " 
river clean-up day with one is welcome and I (Q) STOR-IT Minia 
area elementary children, encouraged to attend 1,t:··~. Warehouse I 
and meml)e,r~ , tal,<e time meetings and become I~ l I 
to.' tisjt, .pl~I':¢&' t}lat are a member., fi:om any I o~ pnces, c ose to campus,, 
inv·otvetl 'witH fo~esh-~ college within the uni- I $15 off 1st month rent. I 

.. •. • ,,...,. f.'. • · 11 • h ' ' " '4' ' , ., .,,. • • •-1' t-rt • • • ' d • f i\f ,.fu*,,C ..# • t715;,t:J<V'l• ,.,,,..,2 • .• vve usua y ave ·~ vei;suy,• • saiu . rrn;:e . •. , :_A,.:,., ~.IL,!·~ _ :_:.J,,!-:,;-~',J:.:. _ .. 
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POinters battle Whitewater in the cold for a split 

Baseball 

Nick Gerritsen 
THE POINTER 
NGERR519@UWSP.EDU 

The University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
baseball team headed into 
their four game series with 
UW-Whitewater undefeated 
in league play and hoping to 
extend a three-game winning 

streak. Both double-headers 
ended up in sweeps, with the 
Pointers taking both games 
Monday before dropping 
both games on Tuesday. The 
series split now puts UW-SP 
at 5-2 in conference play. 

The frigid temperatures 
couldn't keep the Pointers 
from tallying double-digits in 
both games on Monday. The 
12-6 and 16-5 victories over 
Whitewater were fueled by 
an offensive explosion that 
started in the later stages of 

Photo hy Drew Smalley 

A Whitewater player gets a face full of dirt as he slides, 
unsucessfully, into third . 

Sisters of St. Joseph~ 
"' 

the opening game. Trailing 
5-1 in the fifth, the Pointers 
rallied for four straight hits to 
tie the game and took the lead 
for good in the sixth when 
Ryan Byrnes went deep for 
a three-run home run." The 
three-run shot was Byrnes' 
second of the season. 

Ace Jordan Zimmerman 
(2-0) earned the victory, allow
ing five earned runs in six 
innings. Jeff Zielke pitched 
three scoreless innings in 
relief to record the save. 

In Monday's second 
game, the Pointers' bats start
ed early as UW-SP cruised to 
an easy 16-5 victory. Adam 
Evanoff went 4-5, with three 
runs batted in and three 
mns scored. Third baseman 
Stewart Larson added three 
hits, including two doubles 
while driving in five runs. 

Starter Travis Kempf was 
solid, going six innings and 
allowing only one earned run 
on just three hits. 

On Tuesday the Warhawks 
evened the series with a pair 
of tight wins. In the opener, 
Whitewater won 5-4 and com
pleted the day sweep with an 
8-6 win in the finale. 

In the first game, 
Whitewater led by three runs 

into the sixth 
until Point 
got within 
one run in 
the bottom 
of the inning. 
A two-run 
seventh cat
apulted the 
Pointers into 
the lead, but 
Whitewater 
responded, 
collecting 
two runs in 
the top of 
the ninth. 
The Pointers 
collected ten 
hits, includ
ing two each 

Phoro hy Orew Smalley 

The Pointer pitching staff pitched with heat though the weather 
was cold, hovering below 40 degrees in two days of play. 

by Byrnes, Tim Schlosser and 
Justin Bushong, but left nine 
runners on base. 

BrandonHemstead turned 
in another solid outing for the 
pitching staff, allowing three 
runs (two earned) on five hits 
over seven innings. Closer 
Matt Mehne took the loss, 
allowing two ninth inning 
runs in the blown save. 

In the final game of the 
series, Whitewater jumped 
out to an early three-run lead 
before the Pointers evened the 
score in the third. Whitewater 
then regained the lead with 
a two-out single in the sixth 
and extended it to 8-4 when 
Thomas Donovan ripped a 
two-run single. Point added 
two more runs in the late 
innings, but Whitewater was 
able to hold off the comeback, 
earning a series split with an 
8-6 win. 

Adam Evanoff led the 
Pointers offensively, going 3-
4 with a walk. Ryan Byrnes 

added a ninth-inning home 
run, his third of the year. He 
and Brad Archambeau had 
two hits each. 

With a 5-2 conference 
record, the Pointers now find 
themselves in second place 
in the WIAC behind front
running and undefeated UW
Oshkosh (8-0).This weekend 
the Pointers will host UW
Superior, with double-head~ 
ers on Saturday and Sunday. 
Games on both days are 
scheduled for noon. 

Sophomore pitch-
er Garrett Nix was named 
WIAC pitcher of the week 
for his performance against 
UW-Platteville last week. 
Nix recorded a one-hit shut
out, striking out nine bat
ters against the Pioneers in 
a seven inning game. It was 
the first career complete game 
for Nix. 

Centertainment Productions Presents: 

an alternative rock band on their campus concious tour 
Check them out at Guster.com 

of the Third Order of St. Frattd$r ... , May 11 1007 7:30pm Quandt fleldhouse 
tPhone: 715.341 ... 8457 

E-tnajl~ vocation@,ssj;;;~~~f.f)t 
WWW.SSj-tO'Sf.org "' i:;'J::'\,:vi ) I I 

Tickets at the .University Bo1 Office 
zoo Division Street · .. · · 

(800) 8J8,J3,S 



http://pointer.uwsp.edu / 
Sports • April 12, 2007 • 5 

Pointer softba_ll sweeps Notthland . 
Like What You See? Softball 

Stephen Kaiser 
THE POINTER 
SKAIS309@ UWSP.EDU 

The University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
softball team returned 
to action and dominated 
Northland College twice in 
Monday's non-conference 
doubleheader at McCarty 
Memorial Field. 

The Pointers showed no 
signs of rust after not play
ing a game since March 29 
due to the less-than-favor
able weather conditions, 
beating the Lumberjills 5-1 
and 12-1 in a game stopped 
after five innings by the 10-
run rule. 

"This was our first time 
outside since we've come 
back from Florida," UW-SP 
coach Ann Munzenmaier 

said. "It was a good prep for 
the games we'll play later 
this week." 

Both Munzenmaier 
and Northland coach Steve 
Wammer look for contin
ued impi:_ovement from 
their teams as they get more 
games under their belts. 

"We had our chances 
early in the first game, and 
in the second they really 
took it to us," Wammer said. 
"Hopefully, we can improve 
our play as the season pro
gresses." 

UW-SP's big onslaught 
came in the fourth inning 
of the second game when 
it pushed seven runs across 
the plate. But even more 

. impressive was the pitching 
staff. 

Hope Krause pitched a 
complete game in the open
er, compiling 11 strikeouts 
and giving up just one run. 

Senior Stephanie Anderson 
proved even more lethal, 
striking out eight of 10 bat
ters in the final three innings 
of the nightcap. 

"Our pitchers comple
ment each other very well 
with their varying pitching 
speeds," Munzenmaier said.

1 

"Anderson was injured last 
year, and we are glad to 
have her back." 

Anderson is more con
cerned with how the team 
plays than how many games 
they win. 

"We are just trying to 
stay sharp as the season 
progresses," Anderson said. 
"It is good to get the wins, 
but playing well takes prior
ity. The same goes for my 
pitching. I don't think about 
the strikeouts much from an 
individual standpoint. I'm 
concerned with making the 
defense's job easier." 

Photo hy n,rn Smalley 

We have these and 
many more quality 
shots in almost every 
sport available 
for sale. 

Hope Krause (above) and Stephanie Anderson combined for 19 strikeouts in the doubleheader 
against Northland College on Monday. Email dsmaf432@uwsp.edu for details. 

Senior on the Spot 
Douglas Coe - Baseball 

,__ ___ --- --

Major - Elementary Education. 
Hometown - Appleton. 
Do you have any nicknames? -
Dougie Fre?h or Show. 
What are your plans after graduation?
Becomea kindergarten or first grade 
teacher :ifI dqn' t get to continue my 
ba~ballt1~r. 
Wha\ has ltelped you become such an 
accomplished athlete? - My mom and 
family abov~ all, then coaches and team
mates have all helped me throughout 
my life to become an accomplished ath
lete. 
What is yourJa.vorite Pointer sports memory? - Piling on my 
teammat~ in Wisconsin Rapids after• ~~g the WO& Regional 
Toumamentand .kn.owing we got to play m1the College World .. 

ies. · +' + ' 

yofiin t embarra,sing ~+0Tt't};?P!D-S'. o~r niy 
size;J6 ;f'eett9 g first base and slidu)ghe?.dfirst in~ middle 
ofth~~ld." 
What Cf) is in your stereo right now?- A~ood mix of songs my 

. teammates sent me for their walk~up tnusic. 
What DVD is currently in your DVD player? - I<ing of Queens, 

"' Season2 . .-
What will you ' ember most about UW-SP? - Teammates and 
coaches through~tthe !Khool and the friends I have made. 
What are the three biggest influences in your life? - MOMMA 
COE, brothers, and teammp.te~'i;Uld, c,09-~hei. , , 

.... ~. fi t••••• 
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We're talking fully-transferable UW 
freshman/sophomore credits taught totally 
over the internet by UW professors. So you 
can study when you want, where you want. 

Fulfill general education requirements. 
Earn some extra credits. Make up a class. 
Graduate on time. 

Summer 2007: 31 online courses offered 

Fall 2007: 38 online courses offered 

Associate of Arts & Science degree: 
Offered totally online. 
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Jason Robert Brown's music comes to life 
Ma~hew Gillespie 
ARTS AND R EVI EW R EPORTER 

"Jason Robert Brown." 
Utter these- three words to 
musical theatre or acting 
majors at the University of 
Wisconsin - Stevens Point and 
their eyes light up with excite
ment. Jason Robert Brown 
is an American musical com
poser and lyricist. He is con
sidered to belong to the "New 
School" of theatrical compos
ers in that his music fuses 
modern day pop-rock styling 
with theatrical lyrics. 

"R & B meets Frederic 
Chopin," is how Roger 
Nelson, associate theatre and 
dance professor, described 
Brown's musical composition 
behind his musical, "Songs for 
a New World." The show will 
be directed by Stephen Sheftz, 
visiting assistant professor of 
theatre and dance. Scheftz is 
an experienced musician and 
has been the musical direc
tor at various other universi
ties. He has also performed 
in numerous musicals and 
operas around the country. 

The UW-SP Department 
of Theater and Dance will 
perform "Songs for a New 
World". on April 13-15 and 
18-22. The show is halfway 
between a musical and song 
cycle in that it is a series of 
largely disjointed songs with-

out continuous plot or char
acters. Yet, the songs and pro
duction are highly theatrical 
and character driven. "Songs 
for a New World's" musical 
numbers embrace various 
genres including pop, gospel, 
jazz and classical. 

"Songs for a New World" 
is very demanding for the 
individual performers because 
each song is a story in itself. 
The show calls for actors 
strong enough to tell detailed 
stories through music. 

Meghan McHugh, sopho
more Bachelor of Fine Arts 
musical theatre student, said 
that even while performing 
the ensemble numbers, each 
character has to be set strongly 
within his or her own story. In 
early ensemble rehearsals, the 
performers had to pound out 
rhythms and learn to breathe 
together before adding stag
ing and choreography to the 
scenes. 

Unique staging also 
ads complexity to the show. 
The actors play their stories 
directly to numerous sides 
of the audience in the stu
dio theatre, and not all of the 
action takes place directly in 
front of the audience. In one 
particular scene of "Songs," 
Amanda Peterson, a junior 
BFA musical theatre student, 
plays a woman who married 
for material gains rather than 

love. In the scene, she is older 
and realizes that she gave up 
two relationships that could 
have given her the love that 
she wants now, instead of the 
goods that she wanted back 
then. According to Peterson, 
it was tricky to play not only 
forward to the audience, but 
also to all sides. 

Roger · Nelson, the piano 
accompanist for the show, 
explained the cast also had to 
memorize tricky harmonies. 
He said he wanted the per
formers to have a light, ener
getic sound to the songs as 
opposed to a heavier classical 
approach. 

Sam Weber, senior BFA 
musical theatre student, 
agreed with Nelson. He said 
that Brown's music has a bril
liant form that is fresh and dif
ferent from many other styles 
of music. While all the styles 
are different, he explains, they 
still keep with the classical 
form. Weber feels Brown's 
pop music style has meaning 
and story that aligns with the 
current generation. 

Marie Holzman, senior 
BFA musical theatre student, 
said that she hopes that "Songs 
for a New World" will be a 
very hopeful and religious 
experience for the audience. 
Many of the songs are very 
spiritual, and she is hoping 
this show will move people 

CINEMA CRITIQUE CORNER 

Photo by Matthew Gilbpie 

Sam Weber, Curt Hansen, Megan McHugh, Marie Holzman 
and Drew Hollenback rehearse "Songs for a New World." 

to cry, laugh and feel hopeful 
into a new world. 

"Songs For A New World" 
will be performed in the Studio 
Theatre of UW-SP' s Noel 
Fine Arts Center at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, April 13, 7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 14, and 18-22, 
with matinee shows at 2 p.m. 
on the Sundays of April 15 and 
2'.2. Due to adult situations, the 
show is not recommended for 
young audiences. 

Tickets are $14 for adults, 
$13 for senior citizens and $9 
for youth. UW-SP students 
may purchase tickets for $4.50 
or receive them free the day 
of the show· if seats are still 
available. Tickets may be pur
chased at the University Box 
Office located at 200 Division 
Street, by calling (715) 346-

Phom by Matthew Gilbpic 

Marie Holzman rehearses a 
song for the show. 

4100 or (800) 838-3378 or at 
https:/ /tickets.uwsp.edu. 
For more information about 
"Songs For A New World" 
and Jason Robert Brown visit 
www.jasonrobertbrown.com . 

Excellent! 
with NELSON CARVAJAL: "GRINDHOUSE" -

-

Nelson Carvajal 
ARTS AND REVIEW COLUMNIST 

The -pulp universe that 
Quentin Tarantino started 
to create with "Reservoir 
Dogs" 15 years ago-which 
includes "Pulp Fiction" and 
"Kill Bill" - has now been 
significantly augmented 

by an alliance with Robert 
Rodriguez in the pair's dou
ble-feature exploitation flick 
"Grindhouse." The film is 
over three hours long, and 
it begins with Rodriguez's 
"Planet Terror," a zombie tale, 
and segues into Tarantino' s 
"Death Proof" car-chase flick. 

"Death Proof" has clas
sic Tarantino cross-references 
for the avid fan which serve 
to set · the film more firmly 
in the director's pulp world. 
In "Death Proof," a charac
ter makes reference to a Big 
Kahuna Burger. Tarantino 
fans will recall that fast-food 
chain allusion from Samuel 
L. Jackson's famous scene in 
"Pulp Fiction." Connections 

college pro 1-888-277-9787 

like this are evident in all 
of Tarantino' s films (for 
instance, Uma Thurman's 
Fox Force Five reference 
in "Pulp Fiction" is later 
personified by her and 
her would-be assassins 
in both "Kill Bill" 1&2), 
and in the middle of 
"Death Proof" we also 
see the same charac
ters from Rodriguez's 
"Terror" segment that 
played during the first PAI NT.ERS , collegepro.com 

together, ruUzingpotenti1l1 

halfof"Grindhouse." Itwould 
seem now that Tarantino has 
confidently decided to let 
Rodriguez, who shares a simi
lar filmmaking drive, co-pilot 
his fictional sprawling uni
verse. So what is the result? 
Cheeky, campy fun. 

Both Rodriguez and 
Tarantino purposely scratched 
the prints of their films to 
give them the look of trashy 
B-movie releases from the 
exploitation days of the 1970s, 
when theatre owners used to 
"grind" out two to three of 
these low-grade movies in 
one sitting. Fortunately, there 
is an intermission in between 
"Planet Terror" and "Death 
Proof." It's filled with com
ing previews (the title card 
misspells it "prevues") for 
other pieces of trash cinema. 
The punch line is that the 
advertised movies don't exist. 
Tarantino hired guest directors 
like Eli Roth and Rob Zombie 
to shoot some random foot
age and cut the results togeth
er to create the illusion of 
real movies. In Rob Zombie's 
trailer about the Nazi's secret 
end-of-the-war weapon, titled 
"Werewolf Women of the SS," 

Nicolas Cage gets the biggest 
laugh from the audience as 
Fumanchu. His sole line is: 
"THIS IS MY MECCA!" 

By now, you're probably 
wondering, "Yes, but what 
are the plot lines for 'Planet 
Terror' and 'Death Proof'?'' 
The answer is, "Does it really 
matter?" The absurdity of 
"Grindhouse" is in its insis
tent, glorified recklessness, 
which results a sort of hokey 
brilliance that Tarantino first 
clawed at with the acrobatics 
from "Kill Bill: Vol. l." 

I won't be coy though -
"Planet Terror" is about how 
Lt. Muldoon (Bruce Willis) 
killed Osama Bin Laden, and 
then through some outlandish 
subplot, managed to unleash 
a neurotoxin that turns every
body into zombies. Oh, 
and let's not forget "Death 
Proof." Here, Tarantino revi
talizes Kurt Russell's career 
by placing him as Stuntman 
Mike, an unsuspecting mani
ac who gets off sexually by 
killing young women with 
his stunt car. In trademark 
Tarantino dialogue, Stuntman 
Mike is full of memorable 
lines. At one point' a woman 

Good 

Okay -
Forget it -

asks him at a bar, "How 
does one get into stunt mak
ing?" Stuntman Mike pauses 
from sipping his Virgin Pina 
Colada, grins and says, "The 
same way anyone gets into 
the business - through their 
brother." "Who's your broth
er?" she then asks. Stuntman 
Mike looks at her and quips, 
"Stuntman Bob." 

From a sheerly classi
cal film critique standpoint, 
"Grindhouse" is an example 
of bad 1970s filmmaking. 
For a fanboy of escapism 
and cinematic pandemoni
um, "Grindhouse" is a once 
in a lifetime experience. As 
Stuntman Mike says: "NOW 
THAT WAS FUN!" 
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Panda Bear creates masterpi.ece of 
contradictions with ''°Person Pitch'' 
Zachary Krogman 
ARTS AND REVIEW REPORTER 

"Person Pitch" begins with a ram
shackle percussion crash and ends 
with a whimsical and tender ode to 
innocence. In between, it explores 
joyful and energetic territory. The 
man behind the sound, Panda 
Bear (a.k.a. Noah Lennox), cre
ates· a brilliant and exhilarating 
album that morphs along to a 
higher plane than anything else 
released this year. 

The opening track, "Comfy 
in Nautica," sets the album's 
agenda well. Lennox' s voice, 
which is multi-tracked into Brian 
Wilson-esque glory, emerges 
from the percussion crash with 
a bang as a chant that is far too 
beautiful. The beat is primal, 
and the vocals are angelic but 
measured. The lyrics are simple. 
They remind the listener that, 
"Goodness is having courage / 
courage to do what's right / Try 
to remember always, always to 
have a good time." Delivered 
in such a magnificent pack
age, these words of wisdom are 
impossible to ignore. 

The other tracks on the 
album follow this pattern in dif
ferent ways, but all are interwo
ven with themes of joy and child
_like innocence. The epic "Bros," 
a twelve-minute masterpiece, 
begins with a sunny disposition. 
A guitar riff straight from a long 
lost Beach Boys song mingles 
with Lennox' s laid back vibe. 
''I'm not trying to forget you / 
I'd just like to meet my bros" he 
reassures. The song breathes the 
salty air of the beach, soaking up 
the sun's rays. At the end, how
ever, it leans toward a setting 
sun and grows dark and primal. 
Rhythm takes over to propel the 
song and turn it into a camp
fire dance. It is a joyous dance 
though, celebrating life. 

"Bros" is enough to drain any 
listener, but Lennox thankfully 
follows it up with the reserved 
''I'm Not." "I'm Not" moves like 
a dream. Lennox' s regular band, 
Animal Collective, would have 
taken this dreaminess into a dark 
place, but Lennox keeps it light. 
After ''I'm Not," the album has 
rested to a point that it is ready 
for the other twelve minute epic, 
"Good Girl/Carrots". 

"Good Girl/Carrots" has 
even more complex shifts of 
mood than "Bros." It starts as 
a chaotic wall of sound, but 
becomes a bass-heavy sing 
along. That Lennox can keep 
not one, but two twelve minute 
songs interesting is a tribute to 
the album's overall strength. It 
plays off contradictions. The pri-
mal rhythm vies with its angelic 
harmony. Its pop feel contrasts 
its experimental attitude. This 
competition only serves to IJ:\flke 
each element.strooger.c , c 

' G .,. ,. ,. ~ ,, 

"Pers'1n Pitch' s" denouement is 
pt!rhaps the least interesting part of 
the album, but no less vital. "Search 
for Delicious" plays like the beginning 
of the end, a slow decent from the 
stratosphere. "Ponytail" stands as a 
lament for reality. After exploring fan
tastic heights of joy, "Ponytail" brings 
the album back to Earth by showing 

U.S. Cellular gets us ... 
so we can get together, 
even when we're not. 
National F mily Plans 
{even friends can share) 

• 1400 minutes for $89.99 a month-

• UNLIMITED 
Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes 

• UNLIMITED 
Night & Weekend Minutes 
(Starting at 7:00 p.m.} 

• FREE 
Incoming Text Messages 

that we all have to grow up and the 
party has to end. But Lennox assures 
his listeners that he isn't done yet, 
and that the end of one joy signals the 
beginnings of new joys. 

"When my soul starts growing, it 
gets so hungry/ I wish it never would, 
never would, never would stop grow
ing," sings Lennox. 
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In the end, "Person Pitch" is like a 
feather that weighs a ton, or a grandfa
ther's wisdom in the mouth of a child. 
It demands attention, and its intrica
cies wash over the listener like ocean 
waves. 

.. .. 
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uw~sP student . visits Capitol Hill; pushes for policy 
changes 'in global climate change 
Anne Frie 
THE POINTER 
AFRIE I 40@U WSP.EDU 

The last time that 
University of Wisconsin 
- Stevens Point student Lisa 
Brien stepped foot inside 
the U.S. Capitol was when 
she was in grade school. She 
remembered seeing state flags 
along hallways and corridors 
leading to mysterious plac
es, but she never imagined 
she would someday return to 
meet with top congressional 
aides about one of the fastest
growing concerns around the 
-nation - global warming. 

Brien, a wildlife biology 
student at UW-SP, was one of 
six scholarship recipients from 
Wisconsin selected to attend 
the 2007 National Wildlife 
Federation annuar meeting in 
Washington D. C. from March 
27-31. 

"I didn't know what to 

expect," saide Brien. "When 
I first arrived, there was 
this sense of power. I asked 
myself, 'Why am I here with 
all these powerful politicians 
and speakers? I'm just a stu
dent."' 

Brien attended the annual 
meeting as a student repre
sentative for the Wisconsin 
Wildlife Federation (WWF), 
an affiliate of the National 
Wildlife Federation (NWF). 

The NWF is a non-profit 
organization that supports 
and lobbies for environmental 
legislation. Every two years, 
the NWF holds its annual 
meeting in an effort to provide 
members an opportunity to 
lobby in support of key envi
ronmental bills. 

This year, NWF lob
bied in support of two 
global clirrtate change bills. 
The "Climate Stewardship Act 
of 2007" aims to reduce emis
sions 15 percent by 2020 and 

Photo courtesy of Li:-.a Rricn 

75 percent by 2050. The "Safe 
Climate Act of 2007" is similar 
but aims for an 80 percent 
reduction by 2050. 

Both acts aim l:o reduce 
emissions by two percent each 
year. 

To prepare for lobby visits 
with congressional aides on 
Capitol Hill, NWF members 
were briefed on the most up
to-date information on global 
climate change. 

Participants were also 
trained on the art of lobbying 
- how to present a persuasive 
argument in support of the 
proposed acts. 

"I was very nervous before 
· my first lobby visit with one of 

the congressional aides. I was 
meeting with people that make 
big da-isions for our country. 
It was a little intimidating," 
saide Brien. "Eventually, I felt 
more comfortable meeting 
with the politicians because 
I was presenting something 
that I truly believed in." 

Brien, originally from 
Wausaukee, Wis., had an 
opportunity to address 8th 
District Congressman Steve 
Kagen's aide, who had not yet 
signed on to support either of 
the bills. 

"I talked to rum about the 

able to enjoy winter 
recreation more than a 
few times a year." 

On Thursday, 
March 29, Brien, along 
with other NWF mem
bers, received an e
mail notifying them 
of Kagen' s decision 
to support the "Safe 
Climate Act of 2007." 

"We were thrilled 
to see positive results 
from our lobbying 
efforts," saide Brien. 

Later that day, 
Photo courtesy of Lisa Rricn 

Brien met with District UW-SP student Lisa Brien helped 
7 (which includes lobby for new climate change acts. 
Wausau and Stevens 
Point) Congressman mental legislation proposals 
Dave Obey' s aide. At the time, in the future. 
Obey was making several vis- Brien also hopes more stu
its around the Wausau and dents attend conferences and 
Stevens Point area. meetings to keep informed of 

"It was neat to learn that current environmental policy 
Obey' s aide was familiar changes. 
with the College of Natural "You can make a differ-
Resources. I was able to talk 
to him about my concerns as a 
wildlife management student 
at UW-SP," she saide. 

After attending the week
long event, Brien was further 
inspired to pursue a career 
in wildlife management and 
intends to keep a close eye on 
current wildlife and environ-

. 

ence, even if you think you' re 
just a student," saide Brien. 
"I didn't know how lobbying 
worked, but I had a passion 
for what l was doing. I was 
able to overcome the thinking 
that I was just a student and 
I was able to focus on what I 
wanted_ to change." 

UW-SP student Lisa Brien (right} meets with Jerome Ringo 
(left), former chair of the board of directors for the NWF. 

changes I've seen 
growing up in 
Marinette County, 
a county that he 
represents," saide 
Brien. "I told him 
it was disappoint
ing to see mem
bers of my com
munity not being 
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Derek Miess 
RENTAi,. TBCHNICIAN(fRf P LEADER 

lt' s a small world after all, 
and with each advancement of 
technology, planet earth is becom
ing smaller and smaller as time 
pa~ses. 

On May 2, 2000, the United 
States government made military 
satellites available to the public, 
allowing people to navigate the 
globe with a hand.held global posi
tioning unit. Now, a person can 
pinpoint his or her location or the 
location of a destination within six 
to 30 feet of accuracy. 

How does this work? Satellites 
orbiting earth communicate with 
a GPS receiver and use mathemat
ics to calculate the approximate 
location in degrees Longitude and 
Latitude. 

Using a GPS unit with a map 
and compass can improve your 
wilqerness navigation with a little 
tr,aj'Q:in.g 6n how to operate and 

' 

understand the features of a GPS. 
Not only can you use it to find a 
location, but you can also track 
your movements, find your way 
back to a specific location and save 
points of interest. 

GPS receivers are being used 
in a high tech outdoor sport known 
as "geocaching," in which people 
search for caches, or surprises, hid
den by others. 

Through an online community, 
individuals can search for caches 
hidden in their area and spend 
time outdoors hunting for hidden 
treasures. To learn more about 
gecaching, visit www.geocaching. 
com. 

For more information on geo
caching and other fun outdoor 
pursuits, stop down to Outdoor 
Edventures and Rentals, located 
in the basement level of the Allen 
Center, Monday through Thursday 
from 3 to 6 p.m. and Fridays from 
12to4p.m. 
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Catdio Center to demo ·new cardio equipment 
Sara Suchy 
THE POINTER 
SSUCH489@UWSP.EDU 

Patrons at the Cardio 
Center on campus will notice 
a new cardio machine on the 
Cardio Center floor in the 
next few weeks. The man
agement at the Cardio Center 
has decided to purchase new 
equipment for the Cardio 
Center next year and want its 
member to try it out before 
purchase. 

The machine is a lateral 
elliptical which the Cardio 
Center is bringing in from 
a company called Techno 
Gym. Members of the Cardio 
Center will have an opportu
nity to try out the new equip
ment when it arrives and 
offer their feedback. 

The lateral movement of 
the new machine will offer a 
new kind of cardio workout 

to the members. 
"Right now, all our car

dio equipment is linear. The 
Precores, the treadmills, the 
bikes, they are all linear work
outs. This machine will give 
people a chance to work dif
ferent muscles and get more 
variety in their workout," 
said Chris Rice, the Fitness 
and Recreation Coordinator 
at the Allen Center. 

Since the machine oper
ates laterally, it will take 
some getting use to. Rice 
described the movement as 
walking uphill in sand or 
roller blading. 

The maker of the 
machine, Techno Gym, is 
an up and coming name in 
United States gyms. 

"Techno Gym is the big
gest fitness equipment retail
er on the plant," said Rice. 
"They are all over Eur.ope 
and are just startin·g to break 
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into the U.S. market." 
Rice explained that 

Techno Gym merchandise is 
hard to come by in the U.S. 
right now. The closest gym 
to Stevens Point that has the 
equipment is in Green Bay. 

Rice said that this is why 
the Cardio Center is interest
ed in purchasing the prod
uct. 

"We like to stay one 
step ahead of the game. If 
we were to buy this equip
ment [from Techno Gym] we 
would be the first University 
of Wisconsin system gym to 
have one, then the rest of 
the UW campus gyms would 
start to follow," said Rice. 

Rice stressed that student 
feedback is the most impor
tant factor in the decision 
to buy or not buy the new 
elliptical. 

"We would never pur
chase any new equipment 

without giving our members 
a chance to try it and tell us 
what they think first," said 
Rice. 

Once the demo machines 
arrive, the Cardio Center will 
have trainers available at 
specific hours in the evening 
to help patrons try the new 
machines. Members will 
have an opportunity to give 
written feedback to the train
ers and staff at the Cardio 
Center. 

"We really want our 
members to give us honest 
feedback. If no one likes it, 
then we're not going to buy 
it," said Rice. 

There will also be an 
incentive program for mem
bers to try the new machines 
and give feedback. . 

Anyone who tries the 
new machine for at least five 
minutes will have their name 
put into a drawing for a free 

student membership to the 
Cardio Center for one year, 
explained Rice. 

"It's going to feel awk
ward at first because most 
people have never been on 
an elliptical like this, but I 
got the hang of it after about 
five minutes, and if I can .do 
it anyone can," said Rice. 

Rice hopes to have the 
new elliptical on the Cardio 
Center floor by April 25. 

The Cardio Center will 
also be trying a new Precore 
machine. 

The Precore will be simi
lar to the machines already 
in the Cardio Center with 
an added attachment for an 
upper body workout. 

For more information 
about the new equipment or 
the Cardio Center in general 
contact the Cardio Center. 
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, This. week is Sexual Assault Awareness 
Week, so watch for postets in restdence 
halls an,p, on bidletin. boards acr, ca,mpus 

f Jor more infor,mation on what . eek 
i has in store, It'S; unportanf for students to 
1 be ~ware of sexual assault and edu on 
I pow tt> pr~vent it, SQ:help the S \th 
I> . · on Office -,and the Center 
,· ;t · Silence and Stop the Violence," 
J On a lighterpote ... if you':i:e sick of this 
! strange weathet- come. over to the io 
· Cent~r to take your to.ind off of it! ut 

qn our VlWety of treaqnµU.$ and. elliptical 
machine!ii OI• tty the F~MQtion. machines. 

:1Sign,-up>to wqrk with a peJ;&Onaj trainer it 
Wol'l<ing out on y9u,r own isn't your thing. 
).'.'ou. CM a}sQ test out SOQ:le cll:l$se5 that 
Group Pitn~ss a'Qd Flolistic Health offers 
dttnng the w~i<r 

Remep;,.ber1 wgrking Qut alon,e. i$n{t 
altvas,s (µ:g, so"bdug a tri~g! 

PottPore Wonnation <>rt anything Allen 
visit oqr wel:Jsite at. go2all~·C9tn or stop by 
~q worl< up a .. sweat. 

Schmeeckle to hold candlelight hike 
Press Release 
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The 2007 Spring 
Candlelight Hike at 
Schmeeckle Reserve will be 
held on Saturday, April 21, 
from 7-10 p.m. 

Free and open to the 
public, the hike will fea
ture a one-mile, torch-lit 
trail through Schmeeckle 
Reserve during which 
visitors will meet historic 
personalities of Central 
Wisconsin. This new pro
gram, "Stories from the 
Past: Namesakes of Central 
Wisconsin," is a family A free event since December 2005, each 
friendly presentation bringing to life influen- Candlelight Hike has been well attended and 

' tial' characters from the: .eatly. .days .of, the-.· well received by the public. ' _· _ ·. · , 
· ' - ' '.;' ·.' · area:· ihcluding George Ste)v;~ns, Jt;an,~apti~t~, ,, For more information, con_tact-'Cortney 

· ' · ·;. · ' . Uu'b>ay and George Whiting. Snacks and bever- Schaefer at (715) 346-4992 or cscha615@uwsp . 

r ' • ..) .. - ( ~ .. . - ' 

ages will be served. edu. ' 

-
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Letters & Opinion 
UW-SP The Pointer 

.. 

Your College Survival Guide 

· Ask the Author 
By Pat Rothfuss 

WITH HELP FROM THE MISSION COFFEE BAR 

A couple weeks ago someone asked about my 
novel coming out, and I threw open the door for 
aspiring authors and other interested people to 
drop me questions about writing and the publish
ing world. This week I'll be answering a few of 
those questions. 

I still have a writing question you haven't sent 
in, feel free to drop me a line at proth@wsunix.wsu. 
edu, and maybe we'll do a follow up next week. 

Hi Pat, 

I've just finished the first draft of 
my first novel. Now I have to get an 
agent. 

Problem is, I wouldn't know a 
query letter if it jumped up and bit me 
in the nose. I don't really know what 
I should do now. I mean what is the 
thing that will help me get to the next 
step. (Feeling very green and newbie at 
the 1JWment.) 

Any advice would be welcome. 
Thanks for your time. 

Karl. 

Honestly Karl, my advice is to 
work on the book before you even 
start hunting for an agent. 

I know that's not what you 
want to hear. But it's the best advice 
I can give you. 

Now believe me. I understand 
how you feel. You don't want to 
wait, revise, tinker, and edit. You've 
finally finished your huge project. 
You feel awesome. You've worked 
for months or years to get to this 
point. It's finally done. Now you 
can sell it and get rich and famous. 
Or you can at least tak-e the first 
step toward becoming moderately 
less poor and obscure. 

I know that's how you feel because that's how I 
felt back in 1999 when I "finished" my trilogy. 

I say "finished" because it wasn't. My story 
had an ending, sure. I'd written the trilogy all the 
way through. But was it finished? Good lord, no. 
Nowhere close. 

Let's approach this from another angle. Let's 
say your query letter catches someone's attention. 
If you're lucky, the prospective agent will want to 
see the first 30 pages of your book. When they read 
those pages are they going to say, "WOW, this is 
awesome! I can sell this for sure!" or are they going 
to say, "Hmmmm, it looks pretty rough." 

I'm guessing if you just finished the first draft, 
it's going to be the latter. 

At that point the agent either has the option 
of putting in a ton of time and effort into you and 
your rough manuscript. OR they can toss it aside 
and read one of the dozens still sitting on their 
desk, hoping for something that's clean, tight, pol
ished-up, and ready to sell right now. 

I'm actually glad the book was rejected during 
those years. Sure it was frustrating, but it forced 
me to go back, improve the ·story, and improve 
myself as a writer. I learned things about plot and 
character, about structure and brevity, about scene 
and story. 

If that early version had made it into print, you 
probably wouldn't be reading asking me for advice 
right now. If that early version had been bought, it 
would have been read by a handful of people, then 
probably quickly forgotten. That early version of 
the book wouldn't have received gushy reviews 
and author quotes for the back of the book. The 
publisher wouldn't have ponied up money for my 
sweet website. nameofthewind.com. 

But I was lucky, and I got seven extra years to 
work on my story. My book is worlds better now, 
and, as a result, people are really enjoying it. 

You say you want to take things to the next 
step, Karl. Here's the next step. Revision. The first 
step is the draft. The second step is the revision. 
The third and fourth steps might be revision too. 

Am I saying you should spend ten years work
ing on your novel? No. Of course not. I'm just say
ing that first you need to work on your craft as a 
writer, THEN you should focus on your product, 
LAST comes the selling of it. Leave that for later. 

Pat, 

I've got two questions. 

1- What form of inspiration helps you with your 
writing? Is music rz creative muse or a distraction? 

Which option do you think they're more likely 2- Wlzat does your writing schedule look like? Do 
to pick? you squeeze in time to write when you can, or do you 

It's my belief that you should never show your have a set amount of time during the week that you sit 

Well Jen, I don't know how much I believe in 
inspiration. Sometimes I read things and think, "I 
wish I could write something that good." (The Last 
Unicom) or "Wow, that character is awesome." 
(Marv from Sin City.) 

But I don't know if that's what you mean by 
inspiration. Sometimes I read something and want 
to write something as good as that, but I never 
want to write something that mimics it. 

I can answer your music question though. It's a 
definite distraction. I don't listen to it, or anything 
else, while I write. 

I did, for the space of a year or so, listen to a 
live version of "Crash" whenever I sat down to get 
ready to write. Not while I wrote, while I got ready. 

I think it was a state-associative 
learning thing .... 

I few almost everything as 
a distraction. When I'm writing, 
I don't want anything going on, 
and on some level I'm highly 
skeptical of people to try to prac
tice their craft while simultane
ously bombarding themselves 
with music or television. It seems 
ridiculous to me. 

Intellectually, I know many 
people who listen to music while 
they do all sorts of things. Maybe 
their brains are wired different
ly than mine. It takes different 
strokes and all that... 

But in my gut, I don't under
stand the media junkies. I see 
people walking around, talking 
on phones, listening to the radio, 
endlessly plugged in and bom
barded with sounds and words. 
Me? I like to, y'know, think. I 
like to walk around and look at 
things and have thoughts in my 
head. 

Some deep, dark, cyni
cal part of me wonders what's 
wrong with those sort of people. 
If you're afraid of silence, I can't 
help but think that you're afraid 
of coming into contact with your-
self. I don't get that... 

If you're one of those folks, don't sweat it. 
Some of my best friends listen·to the radio. It's just 
not for me. 

2. I like to have a big chunk of time to write, 
and I prefer it to be late at night. Late late. Between 
2 and 8 in the morning is my golden time. 

That said, I can squeeze in a little writing here 
and there. It took me a while to realize I could do 
it. It's easy to talk yourself out of trying, but once 
you learn how to get your bunny into the chair and 
start typing on demand, you realize you can get a 
lot done in the odd half-hour here and there. 

We've got Friday the 13th coming up at the 
Mission. Ad there's going to be a show that's worthy 

of the day. At 7 p.m. we've got Effect the Cause, 8 
p.m. Twistortion, 9 p.m.Etinis Litis, and 10 p.m. is 

Shattered Red. Admission is $6 at the door. 

.work to anyone in the publishing world until it down and write? As always, you can get the Mission's schedule at 
shin~s.Iike a diam.on.ct., ~04gh, tj.tp'.£f~ · P.~m-·r~hi:ne; , , . newmissioncafe.com. They've got their wlwle calendar 
as a · rule. Mine c':e'rfoinly aidn'f Tfuit's, 'wHy' I ,was:,',·,' le.11.' • • .':. : .' •• , • • • • , • ' .' · ' up there, as well as specials, coupons for drinks and 

• lfeiected for years,and.vears'. ' ' ' ' ' • \: ,.' ,\ ·,' .: .".",\' . · ',. ,.• ' ',: ': •' ,"; /, "..' .' :. ' information about discounts on shows. Check it out . 
• • i • .. •• 't. ~.' ~ . '". ,• ,t ,. •• •• ... • , .... ,, "' I " •• # • 'f ,, • ,; t # • I 

.... ,. "' ...... " • • .... • .... • • • .. .., ;t"' "• • ~ t.,. ••a•••••••••••••••• i, •;,. • •;,. • - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Comics 
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Resident's Evil 

What can 

Ido I ~ 
to get you U . , 
to like me? 

Q c,-"'g 

Muse 
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~~~Wt - no ro~r 
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WORD SEARCH: CLOTHES 
Z A A T F E C R S S C N E A S F S R T N 
D J D C A A X E A H O A A E H Q J C F C 
N B S H I O X G P F T N T D N D E H E N 
C A V I I E A Q I W I F F T I Z Y J R D 
C S M L K W P G E P A F S L S A G I W D 
S M O T U C N D M Y R T S N J E M A ·o G 
H Q F E N Z I S L M Q X G A Y S U D H F 
E U N N U C W U J H E S T Q N H S J W E 
D J R O R T N K R M U W H G P I O P E S 
B S V A V R Y R U E F S Z C C R C P D Z 
R I C C D Z T M D M O O R A T T K Y F R 
A T V B H R Z H Z Q S P X S A A S C N I 
0 S O M O N Q I G C Y G Y R L E W E J Q 
E F W P S F S J R T W F A K O M B L V A 
EE VT N REE OT -XS Z HMO GARS 
P S O D E O U A I E S N S Z R R G F M K 
E O A X A K J N B T E S M H B L U T E E 
B X O D S S C S I P N F T H D D E J I S 
E B E C R S S A M A J A P S X J E G V H 
I E M O F H D A J D B D P F H E E I O T 

shirt 
• Jeans 

jewelry 
panties 
boxers 
jacket.~ 

socks 
shoes 
boots 

• paJamas 
bathrobe 

.. ·· watch 
I \ \ ~\ •' \ ' \ I \ 11 l \ I \ I' \ ' I \ \ \ I 

• 

Joy Ratchman Mistress Nine 

Ryan Tidball 
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Angela Kau 

Natural 20?! 
Super Joey 
enter action 

go! 
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HOUSING 

3 Bdrm, pets okay. Great 
Location Near Campus & 
Downtown. Available for 

up coming school year. $695. 
Call498-0109 

5/6 Bdrm house. Available Fall 
of 2007. Excellent Location. 

$1200/sem/student 
Call 498-0109 

One half block from UC 
5 bedroom apts. for 2007/2008. 
$1325 per semester per student. 
2217 Sims Ave. A nice place to 
live. Parking, lawn care, snow 

removal. Laundry. Email ~ 
mark_ korger@hotmail.com 

for more information or 
341-2248 

Anchor Apartments 
Now Leasing 2007-2008 

School Year 
1-5 bedrooms, 

I block from campus 
Newer & Remodeled units, 

Many amenities 
715-341A455 

2007-2008 One bedroom, 
furnished apt. 1233 Franklin. 

$465/ I person 
$490/ 2 people 

Includes, heat, water ,A/C, 
individual basement, storage, 
laundry. Garage with remote. 

liscenced for 2 
No smoking: 

June or Sept. 12 month lease. 
A nice place to live. 

344-2899 
Off-Campus Housing 

www.offcampushousing.info 
Select by 
-Landlord 

-Street 
-#Occupants 

Hundreds of Listings 

2007-2008. Nice 4 bedroom 
house. 808 Union St. Laundry, 
parking, some updates. $1145/ 

person/semester. 715-652-6833. 

Housing 2007-2008 
The Old Train Station 
4 Bedrooms/4 People 

We Pay 
Heat-Water 

High Speed Internet 
80 Channel Cable TV , 

A No Party Home $1595/Person/ 
Semester 

Nice Homes for Nice Peole 
Call 343-8222 

www.sommer-rentals.com 

Off-Campus Housing 
Available for 2007-2008. 

Can accommodate from I to 10 
people. Apts or houses. Contact 
Pat at Andra Properties, L.L.C. 

715/343-1798 
University Lake Apartmets 

2007/2008 
3 Bedroom Apartments 

For groups of3-5. 
I+ Bath., appliances, A/C 

Extra Storage, On-site laundry 
On-site maintenance, 

Responsive managers. 
Starting at $690.00/month 

340-9858 (Brian) 
343-4404 

www.findaplacetolive.com 

Now renting 2007-2008 school 
year. 2 bedroom apartments. 
Close to campus. Paramount 

Enterprises 341-2120 

Eastpoint Apartments 
I bedroom, close to UWSP 

Now leasing! CaH341-0412 

Available 9/1/07. 
1209 Franklin St. 

3 BR licensed for 4. 
$4000/semester + utilities. 
www.mrmproperties.com 

342-9982 
SUMMER HOUSING 

Single rooms, across St. from 
Old Main. Three full baths; two 

kitchens. Broad band cable; dead 
bolt locks for each bedroom. 
On site laundry and parking. 

Reasonablee price. 715-341-2865 
or dbkurtenbach@charter.net 

Classifieds 
Off Campus Housing 

1-8 Bedroom units 
available. Call 345-2396 

Ruth's Rental. 5 or 6 Bedroom 
Aparttment for 2007-08 School 

Year. $1390 per person per 
semester. Hear, Snow Removal/ 
Lawn Care included. Designated 

parking space for each tenant. 
On bus route or short 

walking distance to campus. 
Call or email for complet 
infromation. 715-340-7285 

or paulw@charter.net. 

Spacious, well maintained one, 
two and three bedroom 

apartments. Hardwood floors, 
washers, and dryers on site, 

parking, garages. Available fall 
07, some summer 07 openings. 

715-677-3881. 
www.stevenspointrentals.net 

5 Large bedrooms, located 
between campus & downtown 

1633 Main Street 
C111I Mike 715-445-2862 

House Close to Campus 
8 people $2700 per student 

for 9 months! 
2313 Main Street 

Spaciaus Bedrooms, Full 
Kitchen, 2 1 /2 Bathrooms 
call Ben at 920-229-6656 

2 & 3 bdrm apts near · 
downtown & riverfront 

Call for rates & availability 
341-0289 

Now Renting for the 
2007-2008 School Year 

2 Bedroom Apartment Across 
from South Hall 

Rent is $1410 per person 
per semester 

FREE Parking, 
No Snow Shoveling. 

715-341-1175 
garbeleasing@charter.net 

See it online at 
www.garbeleasing.com 

Brand New 

2 large bedrooms with 
walk-in closets. 

I small bedroom or office. 
Recently remodeled. Free washer 
dryer. Garage,basement & porch. 
Safety lighting installed. I block 
from downtown! $500 295.0265 

Jeffrey@Bilbrey.com 

3 bedrooms, living room, large 
dining room or office. Recently 
remodeled. Free washer dryer. 

Garage, basement & porch. 
Safety lighting installed. I 

block from downtown! $600. 
295.0265 Jeffrey@Bilbrey.com 

Two bedroom upper with l~ge 
living room and deck. Free 

Washer Dryer -- not coin-op. 
Own Garage. Beautiful quiet 

location with large yeard. Next 
to Mead Park and WI River. 

$380. 295.0265 
Jeffrey@Bilbrey.com 

Three bedroom lower with large 
kitchen. Free Washer Dryer 
-- not coin-op. Own Garage. 
Beautiful, quiet location with 

large yard. Next to Mead Park 
and WI River. $590. 295.0265 

Jeffrey@Bilbrey.com 
Apartment For Rent: 

3 bedroom lower, 
3 blocks from campus 

$800.00/ month + utilities 
call Noah @ 715-252-1184 

·2007-2008 
Bright, spacious single bedroom, 

Across street from Old Main. 
Female only. Share very energy 
efficient no smoking apartment 

4 responsible females. 
Deadbolt lock; TV & internet 

ready. 715-341-2865 or 
dbkurtenbach@charter.net 

3 Bedroom Duplex unit near 
Old Main. 

MS Properties 
Sue 715/347-3305 

Mark 715/498-1187 

UW-SP The Pointer 

Housing Rental for 
4-6 students. 3 blocks 

from campus. Free 
parking. Call Justin 

at 715-212-1001 

House Available for 2007-2008 
School year. Located I block 
from CCC. Liscenced for 5 

includes parking, waher, dryer. 
Please call 824-7216 

1250 pr. semester I year lease 
available June 1st. 

Rooms (3) for rent in a Cape 
Cod-style house. $300 per month 

per room+ utilities. Shared 
kitchen and common rooms. 

Walking distance to UWSP. Tel. 
715/344-5994. 

email: soroka paul@yahoo.com 
Housing Sublease 
Close To UWSP 

1716 College Ave. 1 spot, 2 
other guys. Fridge, oven, wash

er/dryer provided. Furnished. 
Garbage paid for. $1325/semes
ter, $180 all summer. Available 

6/1/07. 
Call Matt 715-573-0321 

FOR SALE 
Drum Set For Sale 

asking $275 
Call for Details: 

Thew @ 715-252-8788 

JOBS 
The School of Education is 

hiring Graduate Assistants for 
Fall 2007. Deadline for applica

tion is Monday, April 30th. 
Interested graduate students 
shoul pick up an application 

in CPS 470. 

DownTown Apartments 
CALL NOW • 340•146S 

ONLYZLEFT 
-

-9S6Main 
1016Ma· ..... 


