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Search for New
Provost Will Soon

Be Over

SARAH MCQUEEN
smcqué43@uwsp.edu

The search for a new provost is
well underway and choices have been
narrowed to three candidates.

The provost has many
responsibilities such as appointing all
faculty, deans and academic staff. The
provost is also in charge of approving
new majors, reviewing -already
existing programs and determining
when it is appropriate to hold special
funding opportunities for things
. like modernizing labs or further
development of faculty and staff. The
provost plays a big role in deciding
what programs will be offered, who
will work on campus and how much

they will get paid.
“We're looking for somebody
who is visionary and who

understands why that’s important
to the wuniversity,” said Bernie
Patterson, the chancellor at UWSP.
“We're looking for somebody who is
collaborative, creative, energetic and
understands issues important to us,
like diversity.” All three candidates
will be brought in to interview before
a committee at the end of April. The
job was posted last November and
phone interviews were conducted
in February. The committee is made
of 12 members, two of which are
students. The rest are faculty and
staff from various departments across
campus. After interviewing each
candidate, the committee will make
a recommendation to the chancellor
who will then make the final decision.

The three choices right now are
the interim provost Greg Summers,
Otto Chang and Robert Knight.
Summers has worked on campus in
various positions for the past 12 years

and has been interim provost as well
as vice chancellor of Academic Affairs
for the past two years. Chang is
currently a dean at Purdue University
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Knight is
the associate vice chancellor for
Undergraduate Studies at UW-Eau
Claire.

Before Summers took over as
interim provost, Mark Nook was
provost. Summers stepped up to
interim provost two years ago
when Nook was asked to be interim
chancellor. It is the job of the provost
to act as chancellor should the current
chancellor be absent, resign, or be
asked to step down. In selecting a
person for this job, the committee
is not only searching for the new
provost, but also someone who could
potentially act as chancellor in the
absence of Patterson.

“It's been a real privilege to
work in the position and to make a
difference for students here and to
move the university in a direction
we need to be going,” Summers
said. “I think having a knowledge
of the campus is something that
is important, so knowing not only
who we are as an institution but also
having a sense of how we might need
to change.”

Each of the candidates will be
appearing on campus for an open
forum before the end of the month.
Each will make a brief presentation
followed by a question-and-answer
session. Summers will have his forum
on April 17 at 10 a.m., Chang on April
22 at 10:30 a.m., and Knight on April
24 at 10 a.m. The forums will be held
in room 374 of the Dreyfus University
Center. All students, faculty and staff
are encouraged to attend.

Student Legal Services

106B Allen Center - studentlegal@uwsp.edu - 715-346-4761
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Sponsored by: Student Government Association

Jan Roberts, Attorney

Off-campus issue advice on:

-Landlord/tenant concerns - Off-campus tickets - Arrests - Much more

Make an appointment at: www.uwsp.edu/centers/sls

$5 fee required for half hour appointment. Payment due prior to appointment.
Pay at University Information & Tickets

PROTECTIVE SERVICES

3:43 p.m. - Officers reported
that a Dodge Neon in parking lot
Q had its tail light smashed out
and further damage to the side of
the vehicle.

8:16 a.m. - An officer requested
a grounds keeper to come to park-
ing lot F because someone had
overturned a garbage can and made
a huge mess.

6:10 a.m. - Someone called
Protective Services on one of the
Emergency Blue Phones stating
that he just wanted to say good
morning, that he had been drink-
ing, and he was on his way home.

1:45 a.m. - Fire alarm trig-
gered in room B312 of the Science
Building. Fire truck dispatched.

April 5

11:41 p.m. - An individual
called Protective Services to report
a group of loud people pulling
trash cans through the street and
causing damage to property near
parking lot Q. She requested extra
patrols in the area.

6:01 p.m. - The Stevens Point
Police Department reported that
they received a phone call from a
concerned female stating that she
smelled marijuana coming from a
room in the Suites.

April 4

6:55 p.m. - Campus faculty
member called saying he saw some
students climbing trees outside of
Knutzen Hall and they were get-
ting dangerously high and asked
an officer to investigate.

1:12 p.m. - Stevens Point Police
Department reported an attempted
break in at 2201 Main Street, sus-
pect was described as a white male
in his 30’s wearing a dark grey
sweatshirt with a purple backpack
and a clean shaved head.

2:05 a.m. - A male called
protective services claiming that
he was in parking lot Q and was
being chased by a group of other
males behind Partners Pub.

April 3

10:46 p.m. - Burroughs Hall
staff member called to report that

he found marijuana in a room.
12:38 a.m. - Resident from May
Roach Hall called a second time to

report the same smell of marijuana
coming from the east wing, this
time the smell was stronger. An
officer was sent to investigate but
did not find any evidence of the
substance.
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Portage County Looks Out for Pedestrians

SARAH MCQUEEN
smcqué43@uwsp.edu

Portage County is currently
undergoing a planning process to
help improve biking and walking
conditions for pedestrians. ’

The county has been gathering
information on areas that could use
improvement or change by publically
posting an interactive map where
users are able to indicate the routes

they use the most often, and point out

any issues they feel need attention.
The map was developed by Tool
Design Group out of Madison and
is built on Google Maps. The map
can be located on Portage County’s
blog for County-wide Bicycle and
Pedestrian Planning’s site, www.
portagecobikepedplan.wordpress.
com.

“All the comments and all the
information is going to be utilized
by our consultants,” said Sarah
Wallace, Associate Planner. “They are
going to review everything that is
input—all the comments, questions
and concern—and that is going to
be part of our identification of route,
destinations and needs. It is one more
way for public involvement.”

The county has held meeting in
the past where citizens could come
in and discuss these issues, as well as
mark their biking and walking routes
and issues they’ve encountered out

on a large paper map. They hope that
the convenience of this online map
will draw in more feedback.

“The planning process is going to
identify for therural areaand the urban
area very specific facilities, whether
they are on-road accommodations,
offshoot accommodations, shared
use paths, bike lanes, intersection
redesigns or sidewalks,” Wallace said.
“They are going to be very specific
recommendations with timelines.
And they are also going to specific
funding mechanisms for that.”

After the consultants, a group
from Madison made up partly of
Toole Design, complete their
recommendation, it will be up the
City Planning department to figure
out how and when they want to
implement the suggestions. The
funding will come partly from
money they were awarded from
the Wisconsin Department of
transportation, as well as a 20 percent
match from the County budget.

The county also hopes to gather
information through a bicycle and
pedestrian count on May 7 from
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. The count will be
conducted by volunteers standing
at various intersections around the
county. ‘

“We as a society do traffic counts
for vehicles,” Wallace said. “Those
traffic counts on roads filter into
the equation of funding criteria for

design, based on the volume of the
vehicle traffic. We do not do bicycle
and pedestrian counts, so it's hard
to understand or get information for
what you would specifically need.
So we started doing the bike and
pedestrian count so we would have
a better handle on the amount of use
that we are currently having.”

They have been trying to count
the same intersections for a few years
so they can identify trends or patterns
in traffic. If they were to do a redesign
or reconstruction, Wallace said that
information would be loosely tied to
the bicycle and pedestrian count.

Photo by Sara Rebers

The Effects of Divorce on Adult Children

ERIK KERSTING
ekers766@uwsp.edu

Graduate students at the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
are holding a psychological study to
investigate the effect parental divorce
has on adult children.

Christopher  Brundidge, a
graduate student working on the
study, knows divorce is an important
and well-discussed topic.

“There have been many studies
completed dealing with divorce
between two individuals and how
it can potentially affect the family
structure and any children involved,”
Brundidge said. “It is especially
important to study this because a
difficult experience such as divorce
can really change a young child’s life
and his or her perceptions of family
structure.”

Brundidge believes that studying
the effects of divorce on adult children
is unique.

“Our study, however, deals with
a much less represented population
in similar divorce literature. It is

not only important to study this
population because of the lack of
representation in the literature, but
it is also important because being
an adult adds completely new
dimensions to relationships between
children and parents,” Brundidge
said. “Having less dependence on a
parent can create a variety of different
perceptions, expectations and raise
many different questions then a
dependent youth might have.”

According to Dr. Sylvia Mikucki-
Enyart, an assistant professor in the
Division of Communication and
leader of the study, gray divorce—
divorce in people over the age of
50—is an increasing trend.

Mikucki-Enyart said it seems that
more adult children are going to be
coping with parental divorce.

As the trend grows it becomes
more important to study the effects
divorce has on adult children.

“Understanding their
relationships and communication
with their parents during and after
the divorce can provide researchers

and Eractitioners with guidance)

for how to help these individuals
and families cope with the massive
change,” Mikucki-Enyart said.
College students fall into the
demographic of adult children when
facing their parents’ divorce. While
students may no longer live with
their parents, Brundidge explained
how divorce can still have a profound
psychological effect on the student.
“College students are individuals
who are beginning adulthood and
learning how to become independent.
Scenarios such as divorce can greatly
impact an individual and even
more so in a college environment,”
Brundidge said. “Our hope is that
our research will provide individuals
in this population more insight and
information on various elements of
divorce such as uncertainties, conflict,
emotional support and loneliness.”
Brundidge has been surprised by
some of the initial results of the study.
“Though my peers and I are in the
initial phases of data collection, we
have been surprised by the amount of
emotion that individuals still possess
despite already being an adult in

addition to the separation from
their parents,” Brundidge said. “The
level of complexity that exists when
one is an adult dealing with their
parents getting divorced is extremely
insightful, and I myself personally did
not imagine some of the scenarios.”
Students at UWSP are welcome
to participate in the study if they
meet certain criteria according
to the release in the Campus
Announcements email. To be eligible
for participation, students must meet
three criteria: They are currently 18

_or older; they were 18 or older when .

their parents divorced; and they
must have been living on their own,
independently of their parents at
the time of divorce. In other words,
students could not have lived with
their parents during school breaks.

Any interested students who fit
these criteria can email Mikucki-
Enyart at uwspdivorcestudy@gmail.
com or visit www.mikucki-enyart.
com.
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Sprouting Healthy Kids

RACHEL PUKALL
rpukal 98@uwsp.edu

The Helen R. Godfrey University
Child Learning and Care Center has
received $1,500 as part of a $100,000
grant to develop garden beds with
fencing in order to encourage the
use and production of local food for
children.

The program and grant, called
Sprouting Healthy Kids, was created
through the Security Health Plan
and targets children of all ages. The
program focuses on health-related
concerns of child obesity. The child
care center has children who vary
from 6 weeks to 4 years old who will
be involved in the entire process,
from planting seeds to harvesting.

“The grant is for teaching
kids healthy lifestyles, and that’s
something we try to teach the kids
here. We try to teach families too, so
we're hoping families can be a part
of this, and it will become something
bigger. It won’t just be a garden. It
will be children learning to grow
gardens so they can take that skill and

do it at home,” said Rachel Hansard,

a teacher at the child care center.

In the summer, the child care
center also cares for grade school
children who will be a big help in the
gardening process. -

“When children see that what

they’re doing makes a difference they
get a feeling of accomplishment,”
Hansard said. ,

The children will be learning
through hands-on experiences.

“It's going be a whole process
so they can see it from start to end.
They're going be harvesting it and
we're going be cooking stuff, so they’ll
get to see healthy meals that we'll be
using as snacks. There are all different
kinds of things you can do to teach
healthy eating,” Hansard said.

The child care center is always
doing projects with the kids and
keeping them entertained. Two
years ago, they raised money for the

Humane Society by participating in °

bake sales so that they could donate
goods for the animals.

“The gardening is our main
focus right now, but there’s always
something going on,” Hansard said

The center is hoping that the
garden will be a start for a larger
program.

“Right now, we're starting small.
We'll just have three garden beds,
but we're hoping to grow and get
more space because we just have
our little playground that we can
grow on. Hopefully, we can get
more space nearby so we can grow
more and maybe be a part of the

Farmer’s Market or even have a little
vegetable stand outside to bring in
the community,” Hansard said.

Hansard loves her job and loves
seeing the children get excited about
learning.

“It'll be fun to see how excited
they get about the.garden. If you can
get kids excited about it now, that
potential will only grow,” Hansard
said.

The child care center is putting

together a committee to make
decisions about the garden. So far
they have Hansard, another teacher
and a parent, but they are also
looking for a student who will be
around the area this summer as well
as anyone else who would like to
volunteer and help out.

Photo by Samantha Feld

Stoner Teaches Class About
Sexual Diversity in Televison

KYLE FLORENCE
kflor654@uwsp.edu

This summer, the Division of
Communication will be offering a new
online course focused specifically on
primetime television;’s portrayal of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
individuals. -

“There are various periods
that television and film have gone
through,” said Assistant Professor
of Public Relations Andrew Stoner,
who will be teaching the course.
“Essentially, we're going to look at
a historical perspective on some of
the earliest portrayals of gays while
also contrasting them with current
representations.”

Ultimately, the class will critically
analyze the level or type of influence

television has on societal issues and
specific issues related to being gay in
America.

According to Stoner, the course
will be particularly beneficial to
students as its subject matter is
relevant in today’s society.

Stoner said, “We haven't resolved
all the issues with race and gender,
but we still have a long way to go
in regards to sexuality and sexual
orientation, so it is a civil rights issue
that is ever before us.”

_ Additionally, Stoner said that as
this course will not focus only on
entertainment genres of television. He
said there are multiple connections to
be made to existing areas of study.

“I think it would appeal to people
across a variety of spectrums, not just
those focused on mass media,” said

Stoner. “I think this class can open
up perspective and gives students
examples and ideas about how to
critically analyze the things they see
and also understand history.”

Popular series such as “Will &
Grace”, “Ellen!” and “Bewitched”
are just three of many recognizable
programs that students will examine
throughout the course.

Professor Rhonda Sprague, who
is both the associate dean and head of
the Division of Communication, made
clear that she is in strong support of
this addition to the curriculum.

Sprague said, “I love the idea,
it's a very under-studied area, and it
is very timely. I think it’s the kind of
course that can draw a wide audience
from the campus community
while also reaching out to a larger

SGA has been busy work-
ing on multiple upcoming events.
On Saturday, April 27 at 7:00
p.m. Arts & Advocacy: Mental
Health Awareness Benefit will
take place in the Noel Fine Arts
Center. Students will be share sto-
ries and showcase music, art and
theatre, related to mental health
topics such as depression, positive
physiology, body-image.

Along with having performers
there will also be a variety of men-
tal health resources hosting tables
to help provide more information
on such subjects. The audience
will also have to opportunity to
buy raffle tickets for baskets and
other pieces of art. Half of all dona-
tions will go to the National
Alliance of Mental Iliness and the
other half will go to the UWSP

§ Counseling Center.

Also of April 18 -~ April 24th
is Earth Week. The Eco-Fair will be
kicking off Earth Week festivities
in the Sundial on Thursday from
10 am - 4 pm. Yoga Club will be
hosting a yoga session from 11-12
pm, purchase raffle tickets for two
bikes and a kayak, bring an instru-
ment to play, and save room for
locally donated grass-fed burger,
homemade black bean burgers
and potato salad! Additionally,
the campus will be 100% powered
by NatureWise energy donated by
WPS!

Each day of Earth Week there
will be multiple events sponsored
by different organizations. Check
out facebook for more informa-
tion on upcoming events and how
to get involved in the Earth Week
events,

As always, should you have
any questions, please contact SGA
at sga@uwsp.edu or come to our
office located at DUC 052,

population.”

Julie Schneider, who serves as
the advisor for the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point’s Gender
and Sexuality Alliance, shares
Sprague’s enthusiasm.

“I was really happy to see that
class come up on the time table.
Oftentimes, I think gender and
sexuality is something that is ignored
in the curriculum, so to have a whole
class based around something as
contemporary as LGBT characters
in television is awesome. I'm glad
that the comm department is that
forward-enough thinking to include
a class like this in their curriculum,”
Schneider said.
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Softball Team Not Satisfied With Early Season Improvement

WILL ROSSMILLER
wross460@uwsp.edu
@willrossmiller

With only half of their games
completed, the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point softball
team already has as many wins this
year compared to all of last season.

The Pointers own a record: of
15-5 after their trip to Florida during
spring break and their first taste of
conference action last weekend. Last
year, the team ended with a 14-24
record with only three conference
wins.

“It shows how hard the girls
worked over the offseason,” said
Head Coach Jill Millis. “They really
took it to heart and wanted to
improve.”

Senior pitcher Michelle Jones has
also seen a change for the better
in this team. “We’re making huge
strides from last year,” Jones said.
“It’s a great outlook on things to come

_ for this season.”

Millis also points out that the
team is still not satisfied with just
being better than last year.

“Yes, we surpassed where we
were last year, but that's not good
enough. We want to keep pushing
and pushing to see what we can do,”
Millis said. “The players just want to
win.”

The improvement of the team hit
a climax last weekend when Jones
tossed the sixth perfect game in

Photo courtesy of UWSP Sports Information

The Pointers own a record of 15-5 an improvement over last seasons record of 14-24 .

UWSP softball history.

“It was very cool and very
exciting,” Jones said. “I'm really
glad that I got to share that with my
teammates.”

Jones only tallied five strikeouts
and went on to say that without the
defense backing her up, the perfect
game wouldn’t have been possible. “I
couldn’t have done it without them.”

Millis was thrilled to witness
Jones’s performance. “She was
incredibly efficient,” Millis said.

Jones averaged only nine pitches
per inning according to Millis.

“She didn’t mow them down,

but she did a great job of hitting her
spots and getting the hitters to hit her
pitch,” Millis said.

Millis also said that it was
interesting to see the team participate
in the perfect game superstition.
“Nobody said anything while we
were in the dugout,” Millis said.

The team’s hitting and fielding
has also improved.

Senior third baseman Katie
Shulfer said that the team has
improved their hitting with runners
in scoring position. “Most of the time
we have been able to bring runners
in instead of leaving them out there,”

Shulfer said.

Millis said that the fielding has
been a big improvement this season
as well. “It’s huge for pitchers to pitch
with confidence when they know that
their defense has got their back and
they don’t have to strike everybody
out,” Millis said.

As is the case with every team,
there are still some aspects that the
team can improve on. Both the coach
and players explained that consistency
and discipline were points the team
hoped to improve on.

“We need to be consistent on both
sides of the ball,” Millis said. “Our
defense has improved, but has been
inconsistent. When our defense has
been inconsistent this season, those
have been the games we've lost.”

Discipline at the plate is also
something the team is working on.
“We need to become more disciplined
and not swing at pitches out of the
strike zone,” Jones said.

“We need to swing at good
pitches, not at pitches that the
opposing pitcher wants us to chase,”
Millis said. :

They have some work to do, but
Shulfer is confident in the team’s
ability to make adjustments and
continue improving.

“Ithink that we have a great team
this year. Everything that doesn’t look
good right now is fixable,” Shulfer
said.

Freak In]ury Stnkes Pomters Baseball

WILL ROSSMILLER
wross460@uwsp.edu
@willrossmiller

It's an injury that has caused
some great pitchers, such as Adam
Wainwright, ~ Stephen Strasburg
and Pointers baseball alum Jordan
Zimmermann to miss almost a year
of their careers.

This same injury, a stretching or
tearing of the ulnar collateral ligament
in the throwing elbow, has impacted
two University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point pitchers.

Senior Cam Seidl, last season’s
Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference Pitcher of the Year, and
sophomore Brady Nelson will miss
this season. Each will take a medical
redshirt. 12

The most successful way to
repair this injury is with Tommy
John Surgery, named after the first
pitcher to ever have the procedure.
The process entails reconstructing the
UCL with a tendon from another part
of the body.

In his nine years at the helm,
Head Coach Pat Bloom has never had
a player need the procedure. Now he
has two in one season.

“This is all new territory for me
and the program,” Bloom said. “We
pride ourselves on conditioning and
technically training our pitchers in

the ngh’c way to take care of their
arms.”

Seidl’s need for surgery stemmed
from an increased work load last
season when he was asked to step up
as the staff ace. He then participated
in the summer Northwoods League,
where he started to feel discomfort in
his arm.

“I felt something pop in my elbow
and decided to go get it checked out
this fall,” Seidl said. An MRI revealed
a complete tear of the UCL.

“My initial thoughts were
disheartening, but the great support
from my team helped out in a way
words can’t express,” Seidl said.

Seidl was able to get the surgery
over Thanksgiving from Dr. James
Andrews, one of the best sports
surgeons in the United States.
Andrews has performed surgeries on
Michael Jordan, Adrian Peterson and
Robert Griffin III, among others.

The average time of recovery is 9
to 12 months, but with advancements
in technology, pitchers have been
returning faster.

“I am ahead of schedule and
plan on being done within the next
2 months, which will make it about 7
months from the surgery,” Seidl said.

Nelson found out about his
injury when Bloom directed him to
see a physician after Nelson came to

fall practice with some odd throwing
mechanics. “It looked like he was
trying to limit the stress on his elbow,”
Bloom said.

Nelson’s initial reaction was
disbelief. “I had never thought there
was a chance that I could sustain that
type of injury,” Nelson said. “The first
weeks were more difficult mentally
than physically. It had felt like I had
lost part of my identity when I found
out I would not be able to play for a
year.”

Nelson said that without the
support of the players, his friends
and family and Coach Bloom, it
would have been a lot tougher for
him. “They helped me put the whole
situation in a better perspective.”

Nelson had the surgery over
winter break. The procedure was
performed by Dr. Robert Ablove, an
orthopedic surgeon for UW-Madison.

While they may not get to pitch
this season, Nelson and Seidl both
stay very active with the team. “They
are still very much a part of our
baseball family,” Bloom said.

“I cannot play out on the field with
them but still support them from the
dugout and during practices, lending
a hand whenever it is needed,” Seidl
said.

What has also helped Nelson
and Seidl through this process is the

fact that sophomore Luke. Watson
successfully recovered from Tommy
John when he played for Carthage
College last season.

“I think that the best thing I can
and have been doing for them is
giving them some reassurance and
input on how things will feel and be
like,” Watson said.

Watson, now fully healed and
a big part of the Pointers bullpen,
had his surgery from Dr. Andrews
and hasn’t experienced a dip in his
production after the surgery.

“Right now, I feel like I'm right at
where I was before the surgery, which
is great,” Watson said.

Nelson and Seidl are confident
that they can come back from this
surgery better than ever.

“The rehab process is extremely
long and frustrating at times, but I
think I will be able to continue to
push myself and be a better pitcher
than I ever was,” Nelson said

“I've invested countless hours
in the training room rehabbing over
winter break and on weekends,” Seidl
said.

Bloom is also confident that both

“pitchers will be a strong presence next

year. “I'm confident that both will be
able to come back and finish their
careers on a positive note,” Bloom
said.



The Pointer

6 R

UWSP Cheer and Stunt Team Takes First Place at Nationals

KYLE FLORENCE
kflor654@uwsp.edu

The University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point Cheer and Stunt Team
took first place at the Cheerleaders
of America Ultimate Nationals
Tournament in Orlando, Fla. over
spring break.

“The first day we had an okay
performance, but I knew it could be
better. We had a couple falls, which
always affect your score a lot. But the
second day they did amazing,” said
head coach Sue Poeschl.

Senior Austin Loveless agrees
with Poeschl.

“We went to Flerida and
competed against a team from Kansas,
and we weren’t really sure what to
think of them since it's a two-day
tournament, but we were told after
the first day that it was very close,”
Loveless said. “Day two was one of
those things where we were trying to
make sure we were in the zone, and
we ended up doing really well with
our routine.”

According to Poeschl, who
was recently inducted into The
Cheerleading Hall of Fame, the team’s
final performance was undoubtedly
their best of the entire season.

“I waited for that kind of
~ performance all year. We'd always
been close to it, but finally it

happened,” Poeschl said.

Senior Staci Schneider said
that winning this competition was the
highlight of her college cheerleading
career. Schneider attributed much of
this victory to Poeschl’s coaching.

“We knew throughout
the season what we were capable
of. Being a senior, it was the best
feeling and the perfect way to end
my senior year,” Schneider said. “Sue
really turned the program here at
Point around and made us a lot more
competitive.”

Still, Poeschl insists the team’s
success stems from their unrelenting
commitment to the sport.

“The kids are fantastic to work
with. They’re hard workers, they
want to do good, and they really put
their heart and soul into it,” Poeschl
said.

Like Loveless and Schneider,
freshman Reann Dvorscek was
also pleased with the way the team
performed in Orlando.

“The most fun part of nationals
was probably just hitting that clean
routine. It's really an indescribable
feeling. Its total euphoria,” Dvorscek
said.

Dvorscek  considers this
experience motivation to keep
improving while at UWSP.

“For college teams, you don’t
see a lot of teams out of your own

Get ahead

this summer'

Going home for
 the summer?

- Pick up college credits
at your local UW
Colleges campus:

UW-Baraboo/Sauk County
UW-Barron County
UW-Fond du Lac
UW-Fox Valley
UW-Manitowoc
UW-Marathon County

Visit
uwc.edu/summeri3
for more info

Photo by UWSP Cheer & Stunt

The University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point Cheer and Stunt Team took first place
at the Cheerleaders of America Ultimate Nationals Tournament.

state, so it was sort of a nice way to
see what's out there and how we
compare to those teams,” Dvorscek
said. “It really shows what we're
capable of, and hopefully we’ll only
get better throughout the year.”

Poeschl is equally optimistic for
the future.

“We're hoping that next year
we'll go someplace else, and they’ll
be a lot of competition,” Poeschl said.
“I think we're going to be a team that

people are going to look up to in the
state. I don’t know if we're there yet,
but that’s the point we want to get to.
We want to be the team that everyone
wants to sit and watch.”

Students interested in becoming a
member of the UWSP Cheer and Stunt
team are urged to attend tryouts for
the upcoming fall semester on April
27 and 28. For more information,
contact Sue Poeschl at sue.poeschl@
yahoo.com.
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KAITLYN LUCKOW
kluck79 | @Quwsp.edu

COMMENTARY

It has come to my attention that
most students at the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point think that
all there is to college cooking is
Easy Mac. If they want to go out to
eat, their only options are Toppers
and Taco Bell. I want to change that.
There is so much more to cooking
than microwaving powder. Since
coming to Stevens Point, I have had
the pleasure of discovering a small
town filled with endless local and
flavorful restaurants and culinary
experiences. Good food is here!
Don't settle for anything less.

Such a culinary experience
occurred last week Friday at the
Student Association of Nutrition
and Dietetics’ First Annual Bite-
Sized Cook-off in the CPS Café.

The event was a competition
in which four teams of dietetics
students served three courses of
themed meals. The teams each had
a theme: Greek, Root Vegetables,
Korean, and Rice-based dishes.
Those that attended the event
voted on what team’s food they
liked the most.

All of these students deserve
recognition for creativity in their
dishes and the ability to make a

Photo by Kaitlyn Luckow

large amount of the same mini-
bites. I mean, it was impossible not
to “Aww” at the adorableness of a
mini-burger made out of the spices
of a traditional Korean barbeque.
The presentation of each dish was
beautiful in a way that almost made
you not want to eat it because it
was a form of art.

The true art form lwas in the

flavors. Many of them were fearless,
to say the least. Take the parsnip
spice cake with ginger cream
cheese frosting, for example. Who
would ever think to put a parsnip
in a cake? Whoever did was onto
something. The combination of the
root vegetables, spices and cream
cheese frosting was outstanding.
But can you really ever go wrong
when there’s cream cheese frosting
involved?

The greatness of this event was
the fact that it showed that great
and fresh food can be found in
Stevens Point and great chefs can
be found among the students of
UWSP. Maybe you're not ready to
go make some baba ghanoush, but
you too can be a good chef. Step
away from the ramen and challenge
yourself to make something a little
more delicious tonight.

Here’s a tasty, healthy and
cheap recipe straight from the
event that you can make:

Sweet Potato Breakfast Casserole Recipe

4 cups shredded sweet potatoes
Y cup butter, melted

8 oz shredded mozzarella cheese

14 cup finely chopped onion

2 cups finely sliced fresh spinach
leaves

16 oz small curd cottage cheese
8 large eggs, beaten :

1 clove garlic, minced

12 cup basil

Salt and pepper to taste.

set aside.

wilted. Allow this to cool.

potato crust.

1. Preheat oven to 375°F. Lightly grease a gxa3 baking dish.

2. Mix sweet potatoes and butter together in a bowl. Evenly spread on
the bottom of the baking dish and bake for 10-15 minutes. Remove and

3. In a separate pan, sauté or steam the spinach with garlic until it is

4. Combine mozzarella cheese, onion, spinach, garlic, cottage cheese,
eggs, basil, salt and butter in a large bowl. Stir. Spoon mixture over sweet

5. Bake for about an hour. Cool 5 minutes before serving.

Note: This recipe will make a lot of servings. If you want to make a smaller
amount, you can always cut the ingredients in half.
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Trivia Events Kick-Off

AARON KRISH
akris82 | @uwsp.eduy

The world’s largest trivia contest
is kicking off its 44th anniversary
starting with a Beatles tribute concert
featuring local bands Thursday, April
11 at 7:30 p.m. in the Brewhaus.

“The number of people
participating has been decreasing the
last few years and we really want to
get people excited about the event,”
said 90FM Program Director Mitchel
De Santis. “ Students know about it
and know what it is, but they don't
really know what it’s all about is
what we gathered.”

90FM is working closely with
the Brewhaus to bring in three local
bands that will each be covering
multiple Beatle songs throughout the
night. De Santis hopes that this event
pushes students and the community
to participate in the trivia contest that
takes place two weeks after the event.

“Not only will we be having local
bands playing at the event, but Jim
Oliva, the trivia coordinator, will be
the emcee of the concert and will be
asking trivia questions in between
songs and giving out prizes as a way
to promote the event,” De Santis said.

For teams that have decided
already that they are participating,
De Santis explained that they have
an opportunity to enter a drawing
that will take place at the end of the
concert to receive free registration for
the trivia contest.

Being involved and attending the
tribute concert is only the beginning.
Being a part of a world record-
breaking event on the University of
Wisconsin - Stevens Point campus
is something that is held near and
dear to those who plan the event and
participate.

“At 54 straight hours and with
more than 11,000 participants, you

can be a part of WWSP 90FM’s world
record-breaking trivia contest,” De
Santis said.

90FM’s Trivia contest dates back
to the 1969-70 academic year at
UWSP. Originally the contest started
with 16 teams and went on for 16
hours and has now grown to over
400 teams participating all over the
world.

“Trivia is more than just a game.
It creates excitement and rekindles
friendship,” said Trivia Chairperson
Jim “The Oz” Oliva. “Essentially
everyone wins.”

The contest alone consists of
eight questions asked over the 90FM
airwaves each hour. Each team is
given the time between two songs
to respond to each question where
they have one attempt to call in their
answers to the station. Running
questions are also included requiring
participants to gather information
about specific locations in Stevens
Point.

While much of the contest is
carrying on old traditions, De Santis
explained that the station is especially
excited to kick off the contest with
new ideas and events, including the
Beatles tribute concert. Local bands
like The Hi-Matics, Haunter, and
Farmer Dave & The Crops will be
performing. $

“This year is the time to join 90FM
and the Stevens Point community for
the largest Trivia contest this side of
the galaxy. Make a vacation out of
it,” De Santis said. -

The Beatles tribute concert is free
and open to the public in the DUC
Brewhaus. The Trivia contest begins
Friday, April 19 and ends Sunday,
April 21 at midnight. If you have
additional questions about the Trivia
contest as a whole, please contact
Mitchel De Santis or 90FM.

The University of Wisconsin Colleges Online
enhances your flexibility.

Register now while spaee is still
available: hup://online.uwc.edu

Summer is the perfect time to car:
Online.

P Less Cost

P Fully Online

P Flexible Schedule

P Real UW Professors

» Same UW Degree
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Similarities Make for Lasting Relationships

CASSIE SCOTT
cscot852@uwsp.edu

Taylor Schenk from Hartford, Wis.
and Matt Schramm from Franklin,
Wis. have lived together for eight
continuous semesters while attending
the University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point.

The two, now-seniors, met at their
freshmen orientation in the summer of
2009. Schenk decided to attend UWSP
because of his desire to study Natural
Resources, while Schramm choose
UWSP for its pre-physical therapy
degree. Although their reason to
attend Point was different, the school
helped cultivate a friendship worthy
of applause.

At the time, neither of the nervous
freshmen had roommates, and when
their guide asked the group to find a
partner, the two turned towards one
another.

“We happened to be standing
next to each other and we introduced
ourselves,” Schramm said.

After spending the day together,
Schenk decided Schramm “seemed like
a decent guy,” and Schramm figured
Schenk wasn’t “crazy or anything.”
They filled out their roommate forms
that day.

What happened next surprised
both individuals. Their almost-random
room assignment turned into a lasting

Photos courtesy of Taylor Schenk

Taylor Schenk from Hartford, Wl and Matt Schramm from Franklin, WI have lived
together for eight continuous semesters. Their almost random roommate assignment

turned into a lifelong friendship.

relationship.

When they moved onto the first
floor of Watson, they got to know one
another pretty quickly.

Schramm admits he was a little
nervous when first moving in but
makes it seem like it was love at first
sight. Even with the little time the
two had spent together Schramm said,

“I didn’t feel like he was much of a

stranger.”
Schenk mirrors that idea and said,

STUDENT SPECIALS

from @ pm till 6 am —

RESTAURANT
{¢BAKERY

’ HAM AND CHEESE OMELETTE

$6.99

Comes with choice of potato, choice of pancake,

muffin or toast, and beverage.

SHAREABLE SAMPLER $6.99

Includes chicken strips, onion rings, mozzarella sticks,
1/2 cheese quesadilla, and beverage.

THURSDAY BURGER SPECIAL $6.99

Includes beverage.

“We both have almost the exact same
traits, except I can hunt and cook
better. It's almost like we are twins, it’s
scary how much our minds think alike
sometimes.”

The two both enjoy the outdoors,
guns, hunting, and fishing. Schenk
encouraged Schramm to change his
major to Natural Resources which
allowed them to walk to and from
classes together. Anyone that knows
them would notice how similar their
personalities and laid-back attitudes
are.

“We can relate to each other a
lot. From similar interests to types of
family, we have a lot in common,”
Schramm said.

One could say their personality’s
just, click. Schramm says they learned
to trust one another pretty quickly
which is what made them such good
friends. He described an event that
happened in their dorm room freshman
year.

“He [Schenk] loves to throw knives
at cardboard, pizza boxes or packages
from home, etc. He would always ask
me to hold up the ‘target/ and one
day I caved in just so he’d stop asking
me to do it. Thankfully it was a thick

ApplY e

Winter is on its way out, but it will be back!

So the world is calling and it's time to make plans to go see it!

Consider participating in these
incredible Winterim 2013-14 study abroad opportunities:

I. Tropical Ecology in Costa Rica
Il. The Cuban Revolution
I1l. Communication & Social Change in Australia

IV. Community Development and Cultural Enrichment in
Cameroon, West Africa

Financial Aid Applies and All Credits Count!

cardboard box,” Schramm said.

Four years later the two pair up to
pull pranks on their other roommates
and resort to playing Russian roulette
with.a Nerf gun to solve any arguments
that may arise.

Their favorite meal to cook together
is a nacho supreme dinner. Although
delicious, Schramm is disgusted by
the “horrendous smell” Schenk can
sometimes produce, and tends to
monitor his diet.

As Schramm deals with Schenk’s
odors, Schenk has learned to do the
dishes Schramm never does.

Both individuals have a few
odd habits, but they both accept one
another and their faults. .

Schramm admits to asking Schenk
to be his roommate at freshmen
orientation and believes he is the male
in the relationship.

“I'm older, more experienced in
the ways of the world, and I'm more of
a man,” Schramm said.

They argue like a married couple
because Schenk believes that Schramm
would be lost without him and Schenk
said, “I'm more manly and a better
hunter and cook.” :

Whether Schramm or Sche
is considered to be the man in the
relationship depends on who you talk
to. Regardless the roommates spend a
lot of time together.

“We have created a lot of memories
here at UW-SP to say the least,” Schenk
said.

The memories will not be forgotten
as the pair comes to acknowledge their

. time spent as roommates will soon

come to an end. They will be living
together for the Fall 2013 semester,
but plan to graduate in December and
haven’t made any living arrangements
after that.

Regardless of living situations
and no matter where life takes
them after graduation, Schramm
said, “we will be lifelong friends.”

Love your roommate? Nominate them
for Roommate of the Year! Email us
at pointer@uwsp.edu
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Spoken Word Poet Electrifies Thé Encore

KAITLYN LUCKOW & SAM FELD
kluck79 |@uwsp.edu | sfeld857@uwsp.edu

An ecstatic audience packed
The Encore Tuesday night to see the
internationally renowned poet Andrea
Gibson perform. Her performance was
a part of Pride Week at the University
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. Gibson is a
renowed activist poet for queer issues.

“And she’s for more than just the
queer community, she’s all for human
acceptance,” said junior drama major
Lindsay Paquette.

Gibson opened her set with
the poem “I Sign the Body Electric,
Especially When My Power’s Out”
and from that poem on set a precedent
for the mix of anger, and beauty that
create her fearless poetry. Through
her poems, Gibson hopes to spread a
message of hope. :

“The hope will come with what
people do with it...the poem never
ends,” Gibson said.

Throughout her performance,
Gibson encouraged the audience to
ask any questions they might have
about her work. When asked what
her process is like for writing a poem,
Gibson said that she needed to be alone

Photos by Samantha Feld

An ecstatic audience packed the Encore
Tuesday night to see the internationally
renowned poet Andrea Gibson perform.
Gibson opened her set with the poem "I
Sign the Body Electric, Especially When My
Power’s Out” and from that poem on set a
precedent for the mix of anger, and beauty
that create her fearless poetry.

because she will “frantically pace and
run around the room and yell at the
wall.”

She will often speak her thoughts
and focus on the way the words sound,
and then piece them together like a
puzzle “so it all matches up perfectly
and emotionally, and then I will read it
in my head for about ten days twenty
days over and over and then I will read
it on stage three or four times revising
) =
Each year the Gender and
Sexuality Alliance hosts Pride Week,
a week dedicated to celebrating the
accomplishments, culture, and pride
of those who identify themselves at
LGBTQ or allies of those who do.
Gibson'’s poetry did just that.

“It's important to her messages,”
Paquette said. “because it's one step
closer to getting us all to love one
another.”

£

Don’t Knock It ‘til You Try It

ERIK KERSTING
ekers766@uwsp.edg

No matter their” social status,
gender, race or demographic, all
players of Magic: The Gathering, a
fantasy trading card game in which
players fight on a fantastical ethereal

plane, have the same thing in common. .

Someone invited them to come over
and play, and they were enamored
with the community and friendships
formed by the game.

Jordan Sisson, a student at the
University of Wisconsin - Stevens
Point, got into Magic because his
friends play.

Anthony Warzalla, a Stevens Point
native, got into Magic because his
girlfriend plays.

Juan-Diego Hernandez, a senior at
UWSP, learned how to play Magic in
the lobby of his dorm.

Sam Braatz, a UWSP student and
employee at Galaxy Comics, got into
Magic when he was an 1l-year-old
stuck in the middle of the Pokémon
craze. Some of his preteen friends who
he still plays Magic with to this day,
taught him how to play on a fieldtrip

when they were supposed to be doing
something else.

“Magic is easily the most
popular trading card game at Galaxy
Comics,” Braatz said. “We run Magic
tournaments four days a week and have
a thriving community of players that
show up to play. There is also a huge
Magic community in Stevens Point that
exists outside of Galaxy comics. There
are gaming clubs, communal groups
that meet at Taco Bell and a huge
number of casual enthusiasts that play
with their friends.”

Braatz plays as an outlet for
creative and competitive urges and
says he would not play if not for the
people involved with the scene.

“I have met so many awesome
people because of this game,”
Braatz said. “I also find Magic to be
intellectually stimulating. It is kind
of like playing chess except there are
thousands of different pieces to play
with instead of six,” Braatz said.

If Magic is anything, it is complex.
There are thousands of cards and
nearly infinite combinations to put into
a deck that a player may use. No two
games are ever alike.

“I think Magic is very comparable
to a sport,” Braatz said. “Magic is a
game, and ultimately the goal of any
game is to win. But within the bounds
of this goal are people who play the
game at all levels of competitiveness,
from casual pick-up games with their
friends . to globetrotting sponsored
professionals. The typical reasons
that people participate in a sport—
for competition, personal growth,
fun, the community, to hang out with
their friends—are all valid reasons
I have heard others use to explain
their continued interest in Magic: the
Gathering.”

The game is similar to sports and
music in the way it draws people
together. -

“Like in music, you don’t know
everybody, but because of the music
you bond. When you're experiencing
something you're all into together,
you start to bond when you normally
wouldn’t,” Sisson said.

Hernandez says he has met
countless friends playing Magic.

“As I play the game, I continue
to meet more and more people who
play, and new friendships will form

-

from that,” Hernandez said. “I feel ~
as though that it is similar to sports in
the sense that they are drawn together
because they hold interest in a certain
game or activity.”

Even though the game is very
popular, it is also very polarizing.

“It’s a little different culture. Most
people think we're all nerds,” said
Warzalla.

Hernandez believes this is because
others have marginalized the game. ~

“I think that people have
that negative stereotype because
they usually jump to conclusions
without actually stopping to try and
understand what the game is really
about,” Hernandez said.

- Many students are incredibly

passionate about this game, just as
passionate as students are about
the Packers, their favorite band
or their major. While an outsider
looking in may not understand the
complexities of Magic: The Gathering
or the immense story behind it, one
thing consistently stands out: the
enthusiastic, welcoming, kind and fun
community that surrounds it.
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It’s Time for a Bagel Revolution

SAMANTHA FELD
sfeld857@uwsp.edu

I grew up on bagels. When I was
a baby, my grandma gave me frozen
bagels to cut my teeth on. When I
was 7, every birthday party I went to
started with bagels. The morning after
my high school prom, we went out for
bagels. Most Saturday mornings began
with my beloved “Once upon a Bagel”

+ deli. Upon seeing the owner, I said a
prayer to make me his daughter so I
could get bagels for free! (This dream
never came true, but he did give me a
free t-shirt once!)

For a Jewish girl from Chicago,
bagels are an extremely important part
of my culture and my soul. These
, flawless pieces of bread defined my
- childhood. When deciding whether or
not to eat a bagel, this thought process
was instilled in my mind from an early
age. Are you sad? Go eat a bagel. Going
through a break-up? Go talk smack
with your friends in a deli over some
bagels and schmears. Do you just need
to experience old Jewish men fighting

" about the Cubs? Go eat a bagel!

Upon moving to Wisconsin, my
local deli with authentic bagels has
become but a memory and -a freezer

full of bagels from home, which I
don’t eat unless I'm on the verge of a
nervous breakdown or my friend just
fixed my flat tire.

Now -this brings me to my next
point. Wisconsin, it’s time for a heart to
heart. I'm going to just be honest. Your
bagels are horrible.

I'm going to give a quick
background on bagels to help define
what makes one truly authentic. The
word bagel comes from the Yiddish
“beygel,” itself taken from the German
“beugel,” meaning ring or bracelet.
Eastern European immigrants arriving
to the United States brought the bagel
with them to the Lower East Side of
New York where they were baked and
sold on the streets stacked on sticks.

Now for- the anatomy of the
perfect bagel. Bagels are not the
rubbery steamed imposters that I have
experienced throughout this state. A
real bagel is made of simple ingredients:
high-gluten flour, salt, water, yeast and
malt. Its dough is boiled, then baked,
and the result should be a caramel
color, not pale and blonde. A bagel
should weigh four ounces or less and
should make a cracking sound when
you bite into it, not a whooshing sound.

So now tell me, Wisconsin—how

and why are your bagels so big? They
tend to be seven ounces at least (which
is more than twice the size of what a
real bagel should be). The Union of
Bagel Craftsmen (this is a real thing)
is going to come after you, Wisconsin.

All I am asking is that you think

'FIGHT ON

The Pointer

before you bake. So this is my battle
cry —let’s protest the Wisconsin bagel!

Time: When the moon is in the
seventh house and Jupiter aligns with
mars. Our fight songs: “Let the Circle

be Unbroken” and The Girl Scout
Friendship Circle song.

Photo courtesy of Samantha Feld

Hey man, you just need to calm

, dm and relax a little. )

[ Clouds aren't solid! | just fell right §

| through! Oh my god I'm falling!

[ I'm going to die! I'm going to hit |
\ the ground and die! AHHHHH!!

Www.mrlovensteincom
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One block to campus,
room lease available.

Also leasing 1-5 bedroom
units now for 2013/14
school year

Newer units, many
amenities. Heat/Water
included.

Call Anchor Apartments at
(715) 341-4455

——ronmavr —

Available June 1st
1 Bedroom Apartments
On Minnesota Ave.

$395/Month

Clean, Quiet, Close to
UWSP and Schmeeckle
Reserve

715-341-0412

Large 1 br Apartment
Nice, Quiet Complex
1 mile from University

Available June lst
Contact Dustin 217-652-1334

CLASSIFIEDS
rormenr B ronnav W suwmcm newoa | susiease

1800 Briggs St
Most Utilities Included
6 Bedroom
Very Close to Campus

June 1, 2013 - May, 2014

Contact Matt
(715) 340-9377

1817 College Ave
5 Bedroom

$325/per month
Very Close to Campus

June. 1, 2013 — May, 2014

Contact Matt
(715) 340-9377

Single bedrooms, across St.
from Old Main. Central AC.

$460 plus utilities for entire
summer. 715-341-2865 or

dbkurtenbach@charter.net

FOR RENT

CANDLEWOOD
Many student rentals
available for next school
year in all price ranges.

Some include all utilities.

See them all at
rentcandlewood.com
or call 715-344-7524

HOUSE FOR RENT
2013-14 School Year

4-bedroom just one block from campus.
Cheap rent. Recently renovated.

715-340-0681or
email manager@pointhousing.com

—ron mavr —

UNIVERSITY POINT APTS
3 bedroom available
starting in June
$375 per person/mnth.

Newer property, in-unit
laundry, close to campus.
See them at

rentcandlewood.com or
call 715-344-7524

6 bedrooms- 2 bathroom
Close to Campus

Available
May or August 2013
$1490/semester/person
2 Refrigerators / In-unit

Laundry
Heat Included

715-252-9738 or
clapartmentsllc@gmail.com

Summer, 2013, sub-lease
available at $300/month

2225C Main Street - across
from Old Main!

Large room, walk-in closet,
new kitchen appliances,
porch, parking lot, garage.

Contact Spencer:
ssidd643@uwsp.edu
or 763-360-2832.

Summer 2013, $320/month
(negotiable)

Village Apartments

Two bedroom two
bathroom apartment with 1
female roommate.

Private bathroom, large
bedroom and living room,
very clean, water/heat/
parking included.

Contact Molly
mgrif587 @uwsp.edu or
920-538-3930

Wow! It looks
like the snow
is melting!

YES!!
THE SNOW
IS FINALLY

Adobe Systems Inc.

© Life. 2013 Jovnathan Seymour

SERVICES

iPod touch,
4th Gen cracked screen?
iPhone screen ?
OTHER Brands?? ASK!!
I can fix it...
Have an iPod that has white
out?? I can fix it also.

E-mail me at
hstan105@uwsp.edu
Or call or text me
715-498-3279

TUTOR WANTED

For Improved Note Ta.king
Skills(for non-student);

Contact Noah at
komalansr@gmail.com or
call 715-295-0341

YOUR CLASSIFIED

You can advertise here!
Contact us at:
pointerad@uwsp.edu
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Generationals — Heza

TAYLOR CHRISTIAN
tchri473@uwsp.edu

g9oFM ALBUM REVIEW

One of these weeks, I will be
allowed to grace all you readers with
a raving, positive review of a band
that I have loved for a long time once
again. Unfortunately, the end of my
chop-busting review streak does not
come this week. With the release of
their third full-length album, Heza,
Generationals have brought a very
different album from the engaging,
hooky guitar riffs that marked their
very successful first two albums.
Founded back in 2008, the duo has
become known for blindingly. bright,
catchy pop that wormed its way into
your brain and set up permanent
shop. Heza, however, brings a very
new formula to the table, showcasing
a largely pacified sound reminiscent

of the boom of ‘dream-pop’ groups
hailing from California. The album
features fuzzy, synth-ey underbeds
that lend a relaxing, ambient theme to
much of the album’s overall tone. In
many ways I found the changes made
the album much more filled with
forgettable tracks, but really helped to
make the albums leading tracks stand
out much more effectively.
Regardless of my opinions on the
sonic changes the band has undergone
since the album that brought them to
the spotlight, on the whole Heza is
a very listenable album. The track
flow together seamlessly, making it a
great soundtrack to a lazy day when
you want to pretend spring came
long ago. Specific tracks that really

The Pointer

caught my attention include intro

track “Spinoza,” outro “Durga IL”
and the jangly, poppy track that really
made me realize I was listening to a
Generationals album, “Put A Light
On.” It also bears mentioning that
while I feel this album mark a small
downturn for the group, the sheer
appeal of the style of the Generationals
make the album worth more than a
listen. Hopefully future albums will
see a return to the powerhouses of
pop perfection we've come to love,
but if Heza is the low point we see in
the Generationals career, then we've
got a spectacular discography to look
forward to.
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As the title would lead us to
believe, Lil Wayne wants us to know
that he is not a human being. But with
the release of “I Am Not A Human
Being II”, rather than showcase his

out of this word talent, Lil Wayne

“has proven to be as human as they

come; consumed by the very vices
that have brought down man since
the beginning of time: money,
sex, and drugs. Juxtaposing Lil’
Wayne's 2013 release with previous
work such as the “Tha Carter III”,
which garnered both critical and
commercial praise, is like viewing
Lil’ Wayne's career through the lens
of a “Lost” character. In the alternate
universe, Wayne finds himself at
the top of his craft, winning the
ears of both radio-friendly listeners
and Hip-Hop aficionados alike. In
present reality, Wayne finds himself
in a drug-induced haze that turns the
once-promising musician in to a shell
of his former self. Sadly for Wayne
and his fans, there is no magical
island, and redemption at this point
seems unlikely.

When Wayne isn't summoning

e

women for sexual gratification, he
finds himself lighting blunts before
tracks and screaming - through
the entirety of others. On “No
Worries”, the screaming seems to

- be hallucinogen-induced, and on

‘Hello” Wayne seems to simply be
responding to the rock-n-roll heavy
production. In either case, the result
tends to be more head-ache inducing
than anything else, and it gives the
feel that “I Am Not A Human Being
II” is comprised of recycled tracks
from Tunechi’s 2009 “Rebirth”.
Sprinkled throughout the mess
that is “I Am Not Human Being II”,
are moments where listeners get a
glimpse of what made Weezy great.
On “R.A.F” Wayne enlists 2 Chainz
for the chorus, and while it consists
heavily of what ultimately amounts to
audio pornography; it’s the sad height
of quality for the album, complete
with a shout-out to his “Trunkfit”
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clothing line and a G.O0.0.D Music’
“I Don’t Like” reference. Wayne’s
“Love Me” pretty much epitomizes
the album, but with Future and
Drake’s smooth R and B voices on the
hook, and Wayne’s knack for creating
smash-hit singles, the album’s third
single is an undeniably pleasing listen
for all the wrong reasons.

Since Lil" Wayne’s stature in
the game is so astronomically high,
Tunechi’s likely got the die-hard
following that will make “I Am Not
A Human Being II” as commercially
successful as any Hip-Hop release
this year. But in Wayne’s - case,
numbers do lie, and with any more
mailed-in performances like “I Am
Not A Human Being II”, Weezy is
liable to not just alienate but rather
destroy the fan base that’s made him
one of the biggest draws in not just
rap, but music.




